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Message
PresidenTfrom the

my Dear brethren, i greet you in the precious name of Jesus Christ. 
we can rejoice for the incarnational sacrifice of our loving Savior. 
His promise to us is still potent and relevant. He says, “And i will 
pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may 
abide with you forever—the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know 
Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you” (John 14:16,17).

this year the theme for the Holy Spirit week is ‘Symbols of the 
Spirit’s power!’ there are many symbols that the bible uses to 
enhance our understanding of the work and ministry of the third 
person of the Godhead. there are symbols like Fire, rain, wind, 
and oil that reveal more about Him that may not be understood 
otherwise. we thank our wise Father for providing us with these 
helps to facilitate our spiritual growth and stability.

i encourage everyone to make the sacrifice to receive the benefits 
from this spiritual retreat. No sacrifice is too great to make to foster 
the revival and reformation that we all need. the prophet to the 
church, ellen white says, “the Holy Spirit was the highest of all 
gifts that Christ could solicit from His Father for the exaltation of 
His people. the Spirit was to be given as a regenerating agent, and 
without this the sacrifice of Christ would have been of no avail…
through the Spirit the believer becomes a partaker of the divine 
nature”(DA. 671).

Holy Spirit Week!
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As we seek to experience the fulfillment of this wonderful promise, 
we can identify with the words of the poet b.m. Grandy, “Come, 
Holy Spirit, save me from myself, and speak to me each day as friend 
to friend; my comfort in sorrow, pain, and woe, from hurtful, lurking 
foes defend. Come, Holy Spirit, fire my soul with zeal, consuming 
every trace of selfish dross, that i may lead my brother lost in sin to 
Calvary’s bleeding, cleansing cross. 

may your desire for regeneration be realized during this exciting year 
of ‘Vision one million’ and the ‘General Conference Session.’ God 
bless you all!

yours truly,
Kern Tobias,
President, Caribbean Union Conference
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1.
Holy Spirit, faithful guide,

ever near the Christian’s side;
Gently lead us by the hand,
pilgrims in a desert land.

Weary souls fore’er rejoice,
while they hear that sweetest voice,
Whispering softly, Wanderer, come,

follow Me, I’ll guide thee home.

2. 
Ever present, truest friend,
ever near Thine aid to lend,

Leave us not to doubt and fear,
groping on in darkness drear.

When the storms are raging sore,
hearts grow faint and hopes give o’er.
Whispering softly, Wanderer, come,

follow Me, I’ll guide thee home.

3. 
When our days of toil cease,

waiting still for sweet release,
Nothing left but Heaven and prayer,
wondering if our names are there;

Wading deep the dismal flood,
pleading naught but Jesus’ blood,

Whispering softly, Wanderer,
come, follow Me, I’ll guide thee home.

Holy Spirit, Faithful Guide
#211  The  church  hymn al

Theme  Song
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Fire Fall
on Me
Pastor Charles Gittens  |  Sabbath, January 10th
Grenada Conference

when i was a boy i loved to read. often, at night, under a mosquito 
net and with the aid of a home-made oil lamp filled with gasoline, i 
would read myself to sleep. one night, for whatever reason, the lamp 
tipped over after i had fallen asleep. i felt something very warm close 
to my head and had to hurriedly escape for my life from the flames. 
thank God i awoke on time and was not hurt.   i remember on 
another occasion having to jump overboard in order to extinguish 
a fire which was ablaze on my clothes.  my experience with fires 
have not been positive, nor do fires have positive reputations. with 
all of this, and knowing that a fire is a combustion or burning in 
which substances combine chemically with oxygen and typically give 
out bright light, heat and smoke, it is not encouraging to suggest to 
persons that they should let fire fall on them. However, when talking 
about the Holy Spirit i would encourage everyone to let the Holy 
Spirit Fall on you.  may He inspire, empower, revive, reform and 
embolden us.

the symbol of fire in the bible has, on many occasions, been 
associated with God and the supernatural.  God likes being 
represented as fire. He appeared to moses as a burning bush  
(ex 3:2), He sent fire to consume the sacrifice on behalf of elijah on 
mt. Carmel (1Kg18:38).  God’s sense of humour was ignited when 
he came down personally through his son Jesus, to converse with 
Shedrack, meshach and Abednego in a furnace. Nebuchadnezzar’s 
fiery furnace was no match for our God, who is a consuming fire 
(Heb 12:29). 

Fire, after all cleanses and purifies; and our God does that also. 
the fact that we are planning to enter heaven means that we must 
always be conscious that God will not allow anything unclean or 
impure there. therefore, we might as well allow the Holy Spirit’s fire 
to fall on us now; to cleanse and purify us. if we don’t surrender to 
the Holy Spirit then eventually God will have to destroy us.  i prefer 
to allow the Holy Spirit’s fire to fall on me now.  please fall on me 
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and “Create in me a clean heart, o God; and renew a right spirit 
within me.” ps 51:10

Who is the Holy spirit?
1. He is the third person of the Godhead not a thing or just a force.

2. He is mentioned at creation: Gen 1:1 in the beginning God 
created the heaven and the earth.  And the earth was without 
form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. 
And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.

3. He is mentioned when man became rebellious before the Flood: 
Gen 6:3 And the lorD said, my spirit shall not always strive 
with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an 
hundred and twenty years.

4. He is with Jesus at His baptism: mt 3:16 And Jesus, when he 
was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the 
heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove, and lighting upon him.  17 And lo a 
voice from heaven, saying, this is my beloved Son, in whom i 
am well pleased.

5. He was promised when Jesus was about to leave his disciples 
and Jesus calls him the Comforter. John 14:26  but the 
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send 
in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to 
your remembrance, whatsoever i have said unto you.

6. He guides us into all truth: Joh 16:13 Howbeit when he, the 
Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he 
shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that 
shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.

7. We can grieve the Holy Spirit by habitually disobeying God. 
eph 4:30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are 
sealed unto the day of redemption.

8. David pleaded with God not to take his Holy Spirit from him
ps 51:10-11  Create in me a clean heart, o God; and renew a 
right spirit within me.  Cast me not away from thy presence; and 
take not thy holy spirit from me.

9. He helps us to pray correctly. rom. 8:26 ¶  likewise the Spirit 
also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should 
pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for 
us with groanings which cannot be uttered.
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10. He causes us to bear good fruit. Ga 5:22-23  but the fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith,  meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

11. When we repent and are baptized we receive Him as a gift. 
Acts 2:38 then peter said unto them, repent, and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

12. Our Bodies are meant to be His temple. 1 Co 6:19 what? know 
ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is 
in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?

13. We cannot command Him but God can give him as a free gift 
to us. luke 11:13  if ye then, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?

let us turn our attention to the eleven disciples, mathias and the 
120 who were in the upper room before pentecost. (read Acts 1:4-8) 
there was an ongoing controversy among the disciples about who 
should be the greatest. this was complicated further when the 
mother of James and John asked that her sons sit on the right and 
left hand of Jesus.  Jesus himself seemed troubled about this wanting-
to-be-great-contest and called them together and showed them that 
in his kingdom the greatest needs to be the servant (luke 9:46). 
Jesus set a child in their midst to illustrate the point but it seemed 
as though they did not understand it clearly before pentecost.  Jesus 
was trying to tell them that to gain the kingdom you do not depend 
on yourself.  to function in his kingdom effectively and to serve with 
humility and distinction you need to depend on the Holy Spirit.

Jesus also knew that disaster awaited them if they could not unite 
and set aside their differences. He even prayed that they be united 
(John 17:21) and promised them the Comforter. Unity comes only 
when we allow that fire, the Holy Spirit, to fall on us.

Jesus specifically told his disciples to tarry and wait for the Holy 
Spirit.  the success encountered by the disciples after pentecost was 
not accidental. it was as a direct result of them obeying and being 
empowered by the Holy Spirit. praise God they obeyed and waited as 
Jesus had instructed them:  Acts 2:1-4 And when the day of pentecost 
was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.  Suddenly 
there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and 
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it filled all the house where they were sitting.  there appeared unto 
them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 
And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak 
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

After pentecost, peter and the others were no longer bickering and 
fighting to see who would be crowned the greatest, but they put away 
all differences and sincerely waited and prayed for the Holy Spirit. 
the Holy Spirit fell on them like as a fire. it is not that literally fire 
fell on them and consumed them, but the strong suggestion is that 
the Holy Spirit took on the form of a fire at the outpouring. John 
did predict that Jesus would baptize with the Holy Ghost and this is 
what was accomplished. mark 1:8 i indeed have baptized you with 
water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.

the result was thunderous and spectacular. timid disciples preached 
publicly. the language problem was solved without a paid interpreter. 
A bible-based sermon was preached that utilized prophecy and 
caused over 3 thousand persons to be baptized. Christianity was 
born and those going back to their homelands took the message to 
the then-known world. what tremendous success, all because the 
disciples waited and were filled with the Holy Ghost fire.

we need to remember that the Holy Spirit fire that we pray for comes 
when we are serious about living a consecrated life and are willing to 
be used by God to carry the gospel. Holy Spirit’s fire is not for bench-
warming Christians it is for action-oriented Christians who want to 
turn the world upside down.

in our era, with the multiplicity of modern technological devices, we 
can get overly confident and think that if we get the correct tools 
then the task of spreading the gospel will be easily accomplished. 
However, we must remember that the Holy Spirit is key to our 
success and we should not attempt evangelism without praying for 
the Holy Spirit. we should also not think that living a holy Christian 
life can be accomplished through our own strength. only as the Holy 
Spirit’s fire consumes us can we accomplish this.

look at the same disciples after pentecost. observe what they were 
doing while waiting in the upper room. 
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“the disciples prayed with intense earnestness for a fitness to meet 
men and in their daily intercourse to speak words that would lead 
sinners to Christ. putting away all differences, all desire for the 
supremacy, they came close together in Christian fellowship. they 
drew nearer and nearer to God, and as they did this they realized 
what a privilege had been theirs in being permitted to associate so 
closely with Christ.  these days of preparation were days of deep 
heart searching. the disciples felt their spiritual need and cried to 
the lord for the holy unction that was to fit them for the work of 
soul saving. they did not ask for a blessing for themselves merely. 
they were weighted with the burden of the salvation of souls. they 
realized that the gospel was to be carried to the world, and they 
claimed the power that Christ had promised.” eG white Acts of the 
Apostles, page 37   Hence we sense that the disciples’ success after 
pentecost was definitely a result of them allowing themselves to be 
bathed with the Holy Spirit.

Now for the personal question: Do you want the Holy Spirit’s fire to 
fall on you?  i have answered the question already, i would like Him 
to fall on me.  if He manifests himself like fire, i say fall on me but, 
if he manifests himself as a still small voice i say come Holy Spirit 
please control me.  if i am looking for success in my daily life and 
want to be a witness and true disciple of Christ, revived and reformed 
and leading others to Christ, i say willingly fall on me Holy Spirit’s 
Fire.  you cannot afford to wait for too long, now is the time at the 
beginning of this New year, to call on the Holy Spirit to control you. 
this is the time for us to come together and to encourage others to 
make it right with God so that differences and stubborn sins may be 
eradicated and obliterated. we need to make ourselves available as 
vessels in the hand of the Holy Spirit.

e G white in Acts of the Apostles points out something for us to 
take note of. She says”those who at pentecost were endued with 
power from on high were not thereby freed from further temptation 
and trial. As they witnessed for truth and righteousness they were 
repeatedly assailed by the enemy of all truth, who sought to rob them 
of their Christian experience. they were compelled to strive with 
all their God-given powers to reach the measure of the stature of 
men and women in Christ Jesus. Daily they prayed for fresh supplies 
of grace, that they might reach higher and still higher toward 
perfection. Under the Holy Spirit’s working even the weakest, by 
exercising faith in God, learned to improve their entrusted powers 
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and to become sanctified, refined, and ennobled. As in humility 
they submitted to the moulding influence of the Holy Spirit, they 
received of the fullness of the Godhead and were fashioned in the 
likeness of the divine.” (AA 49 & 50)

we should never think that because we have prayed for and received 
the Holy Spirit that temptations will not come our way. in fact we 
should daily look out and pray for Holy Spirit fire to fall upon us. 
we should not live with a false expectation that once we receive the 
Holy Spirit, Satan will back away and leave us alone. the assurance 
nevertheless is that Satan’s power is limited and the Holy Spirit’s 
power is unlimited.  Just as Jesus could withstand temptations by 
depending on God we too can stand against Satan’s fiery darts if 
we daily invite the Holy Spirit into our lives. we should teach our 
children to do the same.

eG white also looks at the Holy Spirit falling on us as someone 
we need to pray for continuously. She says: “every worker who 
follows the example of Christ will be prepared to receive and use 
the power that God has promised to His church for the ripening of 
earth’s harvest. morning by morning, as the heralds of the gospel 
kneel before the lord and renew their vows of consecration to Him, 
He will grant them the presence of  His Spirit, with its reviving, 
sanctifying power. As they go forth to the day’s duties, they have the 
assurance that the unseen agency of the Holy Spirit enables them to 
be “labourers together with God”. (AA 56) 

we should not discuss the Holy Spirit falling on us as a one-shot 
experience. we are called to be heralds of the gospel and should 
understand that we cannot really represent Christ in our own 
strength. it means therefore that we have to be in the habit of daily 
asking for the Holy Spirit’s fire to fall on us and to cleanse and 
empower us to do God’s will.  Never should we make the mistake 
of thinking that yesterday’s prayer for the Holy Spirit is enough for 
the new day. it means therefore that Christians should spend time 
consecrating themselves to God daily. then will our life be energized 
and guided by him.
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Points to ponder:
1. After the Holy Spirit fell on the disciples they were no longer 

concerned about who is the greatest. Could it be that in our 
various congregations the fight for supremacy can be quelled if 
we daily ask the Holy Spirit to guide us? 

2. the disciples understood that their power was not from within 
them but from an outside person the Holy Spirit. we should 
think the same today.

3. After the Holy Spirit empowered them they were now truly 
ready and available to be used by God.

4. the Holy Spirit falling on them like fire caused them to solve 
a language problem hence they had the assurance that any 
future problem could be solved by the Holy Ghost. we should 
depend on the Holy Spirit also to solve our daily problem as we 
evangelise.

5. when the Holy Spirit falls on us we will, like the disciples, stop 
looking for the glory to come our way.

6. God is willing and ready to work through even a minority who 
receive the Holy Spirit. that minority can in a tremendous way 
influence the majority.

7. when we pray for the Holy Spirit we need to also be planning 
to work for God. the Holy Spirit empowers us to work not to 
be idle.

8. Deep seated conflicts that will hinder God’s work can only be 
eradicated with the help of the Holy Spirit.

9. the Holy Spirit falling on us is for evangelism, discipleship as 
well as for personal preparation.

10. when we say we need more workers it may not always be true. 
what we may need more is workers who have allowed the Holy 
Spirit’s fire to control them. 

Dear friend, as i prepared this message on the Holy Spirit, i have 
been tremendously influenced to pray more for God to control my 
life.  i am hoping that as you would have listened to this reading, 
and follow up the relevant chapters in eG white’s Acts of the 
Apostles and the bible, that you too will make a conscious effort to 
let the Holy Spirit’s fire fall on you on a daily basis.   please set up a 
sacred meeting place in your home where you can daily consult with 
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God, and as we cooperate in doing that, i am quite certain that our 
church will be a more united body in 2015.  i believe that a Spirit of 
love, togetherness and friendship will reign and i know that as the 
Holy Spirit’s fire is prayed for and allowed to lead, that God’s work 
will move ahead faster because we would have all been revived and 
reformed by the Holy Spirit.
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baTHe Me
early rain
Pastor Ammaran F. Williams  |  Sunday, January 11th
North Caribbean Conference

the experience of revival and the work of the Holy Spirit are “part 
and parcel” of the same bolt of cloth – revival begins and ends with 
the Holy Spirit.  A proper understanding of the role of the Holy 
Spirit is critical in the context of revival and reformation.  i am 
excited that the world Church has given this subject the attention 
required in these times.  we see it now at every level of the church.  
However, the challenge for us is to translate that emphasis from an 
organizational to an individual application.  where do i stand as it 
relates to my personal preparation for the infilling of the Holy Spirit 
in my life?  Nowhere else can it get more personal than with a direct 
understanding of, and appreciation for, the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit in the form of the early rain, as described in Joel 2: 23-29.

the prophet Joel draws on the geography of palestine to illustrate 
this very important truth, for our time.  the agricultural year 
depended on the rain that fell during the autumn—at the end of 
october.  it fell heavily for a day or several days at a time and would 
loosen the soil, hardened and cracked from the scorching summer 
sun, thus enabling farmers to plow and prepare for sowing.  this 
rain continued steadily to the end of November, then increased from 
December to February and was known to farmers as the former or 
early rain.  the moderate and steady cycle was not only helpful for 
plowing, but also for germination and an early growth spurt.  

the prophet Joel’s powerful imagery from nature provides a window 
into the work and power of the Holy Spirit as affirmed by ellen. G. 
white: “As the dew and rain are given first to cause the seed to germinate 
and then to ripen the harvest so the Holy Spirit is given to carry forward 
from one stage to another, the process of spiritual growth.” [last Day 
events, p.183]

From Pentecost to Today
Historically, the initial outpouring of the Holy Spirit in early rain-
proportions can be traced to the Day of pentecost:  the apostle 

in the
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peter confirmed this link when, in response to the crowds’ concern 
about the apostles’ sobriety, he declared:  “But this is that which was 
spoken by the prophet Joel; And it shall come to pass in the last days, 
saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh…” [Acts 2: 16, 17 
KJV].  During pentecost, the seed of the New testament Church 
began to germinate:  the disciples received special unction in an 
extraordinary way, personal differences were put aside, and over 
3000 souls believed peter’s testimony about Jesus and were baptized 
into fellowship that same day.  the church became established and 
was expected to continue this growth.

the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in early rain proportions also has 
a personal and present day application.  the ultimate purpose of 
the former or early rain outpouring of the Holy Spirit, as described 
by the prophet Joel, is for it to prepare the “human” soil for the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit in increased “latter rain” proportions 
as prophecy, which is foretold in visions and dreams, is fulfilled and 
humanity calls on God for deliverance. ellen G. white emphasizes 
this personal and present-day application: “The lapse of time [i.e., 
from Pentecost] has wrought no change in Christ’s parting promise to send 
the Holy Spirit as His representative.  It is not because of any restriction 
on the part of God that the riches of His grace do not flow earthward to 
men.”  [the Acts of the Apostles, p. 50]

Again, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in early rain proportions 
is intended, to soften the heart of the believer and sow seeds which 
will steadily transform the character into the likeness of Christ.  this 
internal heart-work is effected as the believer submits to Christ daily.  
During submission, a divine transaction allows the Holy Spirit to 
take control of one’s desires and actions, resulting in the believer’s 
yearning like the psalmist:  “Search me, O God, and know my heart: 
try me, and know my thoughts:  And see if there be any wicked way in 
me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”  [psalm 139:  23, 24]  this 
infilling, known as the former rain, is a pre-requisite to receiving the 
outpouring of the latter rain.  Again, the pen of inspiration dispels 
the notion that one can now ignore the need for the early rain and 
wait for the time of the latter rain to get serious:  “We may be sure 
that when the Holy Spirit is poured out, those who did not receive and 
appreciate the early rain will not see or understand the value of the latter 
rain.   Only those who are living up to the light that they have will receive 
greater light.  Unless we are daily advancing in the exemplification of the 
active Christian virtues, we shall not recognize the manifestations of the 
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Holy Spirit in the latter rain.  It may be falling on hearts around us, but 
we shall not discern or receive it.”  [last Day events, p. 195]   it is 
therefore imperative for us to avail ourselves of the opportunity now, 
rather than experience the ultimate regret.  God is not arbitrary in 
this matter because the work of the Holy Spirit, during this time, 
is designed to build our spiritual foundation so that it can support 
and carry the weight of the explosive outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
during the latter rain experience.  Simply put, one cannot build a 
house on sinking sand.

lessons from the Past
whereas God’s intention is very clear, that is to bathe us in the rain 
of the Holy Spirit just as He did for the disciples at pentecost, we, 
today, have a responsibility to determine how this outpouring could 
be repeated in our lives.  this leads us to re-examine the experience 
of the followers of Christ, during two (2) periods in their lives:
• immediately before his ascension when “… being assembled 

together with them, commanded them that they should not 
depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father…”;  
[the Acts 1: 4, KJV]  and, 

• From Christ’s ascension to the day of pentecost, because during 
this period, “these all continued with one accord in prayer and 
supplication.”  [the Acts 1: 14, KJV]  

From this re-examination, five elements of early rain preparation 
emerge, which cannot be ignored:
• they waited
• they humbled themselves
• they prayed
• they were united
• they witnessed

As we seek for the outpouring this week, let us consider these 
elements as individual strands that are woven and intertwined into 
a strong and unbreakable link to the source of all spiritual power, the 
Holy Spirit.

They waited:  “… but wait for the promise of the Father.” [the Acts 
1:4, KJV]  “the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the 
earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receiveth the early and 
latter rain.” [James 5: 7, KJV]  this pre-requisite for the infilling of 
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the Holy Spirit is not often recognized and thus emphasized.  waiting 
is wrapped up in “letting go and letting God”. it is that ability to look 
away from self and depend upon God, instead.  it is ignoring the 
wave and the billows around you and focusing on Christ before you.

the disciples had the benefit and comfort of Christ’s physical presence 
for three and a half years and on the day He ascended into Heaven, 
Jesus promised that though He was going, He would send them the 
Comforter – they were to go to Jerusalem and wait.  However, that 
waiting produced nine (9) days of uncertainties (pentecost occurred 
on the tenth day after His Ascension).  they were without Jesus 
and there was no Holy Spirit.  During those nine (9) days, there 
must have been doubt; there must have been questions; and, there 
must have been soul-searching.  it was a very difficult period but a 
very necessary one.  As they wrestled with the inner-workings of 
their minds, they now had to transfer their dependence from sight to 
faith.  Such waiting produced in the disciples a dependence which 
caused their hearts to become very fertile soil in which the Holy 
Spirit was able to produce fruits of repentance.  the lord induced 
that dependence by removing tangible props, thereby causing the 
disciples to wrestle with Him all night, as did the patriarch Jacob.     

Currently, we live in an age that does not value the quality of 
“waiting”.  we live in an instant world – instant pictures, instant 
gratification, instant communication, etc. Spiritual growth and 
maturity take time.  we demonstrate our desire for the Spirit’s 
indwelling when we are prepared to do whatever is necessary, which 
may involve spending long hours on our knees.  God wants us to 
take the time because when it is all accomplished we would be able 
to look back at the travail of many hours and declare:  “it was worth 
it!” 

when the lord allows us to encounter difficult or trying 
circumstances, in the context of spiritual warfare, we also learn the 
value of “waiting”.  we are encouraged by the apostle paul: “thou 
therefore endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.”  [2 tim. 
2: 3, KJV].  For the Christian, trials not only drive us to our knees 
but also closer to the reassuring arms of Jesus.  As we are seeking for 
that closer relationship and trials come, our first prayer should not 
be: “lord, help me out of this!”  rather we should pray:  “lord, help 
me to get something from this!”  when Satan intends something for 
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our ill and we instead use it for good, that is to glorify God’s name, 
Heaven rejoices, Satan is confounded and we become uplifted and 
spirit-filled.

They humbled themselves:  man’s initial downfall started with 
self.  when self is exalted, the presence of the Spirit vanishes from 
the soul.  the opposite is therefore true – when self is dethroned 
the Holy Spirit would have the opportunity to direct in one’s life.  
“when one is fully emptied of self, when every false god is cast out of 
the soul, the vacuum is filled by the inflowing of the Spirit of Christ.” 
[Gospel workers, p. 287]

before pentecost, the disciples were mainly preoccupied with their 
individual quest for power and self-glory, but, thank God, leading up 
to the outpouring their focus was now “all” – a true togetherness.  

They prayed:  the breath that sustains the existence of the Holy 
Spirit in our life is prayer.  inspiration puts it in perspective this way:  
“A revival need be expected only in answer to prayer.”  [Selected 
messages, p. 121]  As we seek the benefits of the early rain or 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, prayer is a “game-changer”.  the 
prayer that is needed, in these times, is not just prayer as an activity, 
but prayer as a lifestyle.  this lifestyle of prayer is encouraged by both 
the apostle paul as he directs, “pray without ceasing” [1 thess. 5: 
17, KJV] and, by the psalmist David as he testifies, “i have set the 
lord always before me:  because He is at my right hand, i shall not 
be moved.” [psalm 16: 8, KJV]  the disciples lived in the presence 
of God through this kind of praying.  we must do the same if we are 
to receive.

They engaged in united effort:  one of the most practical signs of 
true conversion is the quality of our relationships. if we are led by 
the Spirit, then we would choose to see people the way Christ sees 
them: “let this mind be in you that was also in Christ Jesus.”  [phil 
2: 5, KJV]  it is my belief that our quest to be controlled by the 
Spirit, and so live in readiness for His outpouring would be won or 
lost by the willingness, or lack thereof, to set aside our differences 
and close ranks with our brothers and sisters for the cause of Christ.  
it is a frightening reality to see members live at variance with each 
other and appear settled in taking no steps to make things right; yet 
every Sabbath they sit in different pews and sing, “we are marching 
to Zion”.
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it is not my intention to diminish the complexities of human 
relationships. yes, it takes two to build a relationship and there 
are times when one party is unwilling.  the bible counsels us 
appropriately: “… as much as lieth in you live peaceably with all 
men.” [rom. 23: 8, KJV]  the challenge therefore is to put all human 
interactions in the context of kingdom-living and kingdom-building.  
ellen G. white offers an excellent description of this principle: “let 
Christians put away their dissensions, and give themselves to God for 
the saving of the lost.”  [Desire of Ages, p. 827]  the key here is that 
the putting away of differences should be primarily motivated by the 
larger and more important issue of reaching lost souls and building 
up the kingdom.  once we are consumed by the Spirit, we cannot 
nurture grudges and at the same time work to win souls.  even if we 
have several difficult relationships to navigate, we would recognize 
that what unites us, that is, moving together in the Spirit, is more 
important than that which divides us, our dissensions.  in addition, 
with such a Spirit led approach one would eventually realize that 
“brother X” and “Sister y” are not that obnoxious after all.  when 
we are actuated by God’s love, He leads us ultimately to see the light 
in people rather than the darkness.

the disciples were of one accord in one place; they realized that 
for three and a half years, they had been “majoring in minors and 
sweating the small stuff”.  Now, with the awesome task, ahead, of 
inviting a lost world to Christ, they realized that personal grudges 
and contentions did not amount to much in the light of the gospel.

They witnessed:  whereas the outpouring of the Spirit in latter day 
measure is essentially geared toward witnessing, yet the Christian 
virtue of witnessing represents the fertile soil in which the Spirit 
works to perfect character.  these two principles when properly 
understood are very compatible.  ellen G. white states “it is in 
working for others that they will keep their own souls alive.” 
[Historical Sketches, p. 29]  if the Holy Spirit is at work in our lives, 
sharing our faith should not just be what one does, rather it is who 
you are.

witnessing is both a pre-requisite for and a fruit of the Holy Spirit.  
“the great outpouring of the Spirit of God, which lightens the whole 
earth with His glory, will not come until we have an enlightened 
people that know by experience what it means to be laborers together 
with God.  when we have entire wholehearted consecration to the 
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service of Christ, God will recognize the fact by an outpouring of 
His Spirit without measure; but this will not be while the largest 
portion of the church are not laborers together with God. [review 
and Herald, July 21, 1896]

many of our churches are not able to find volunteers willing to 
go into the community for outreach.  when the call goes out for 
members to prepare the field, it becomes almost a reflex action to 
find reasons not to go:  “i’m tired”; “the people are not interested”; 
“this area is overworked”… and the list goes on.  yet the claim 
is that we are waiting and praying for the outpouring where God 
uses us like He did the disciples at pentecost.  mark Finley has an 
appropriate retort:  “why would God pour out His Spirit on us to 
witness to others if we have no interest in witnessing?  why would 
God empower us to share our faith if we are not interested in sharing 
it?” [revives Us Again, p. 94]

in order to cultivate the joy of witnessing, begin with the basics – an 
attitude of gratitude.  if we would focus on where God has brought 
us from, there would be enough motivation to share.  the gospel is 
likened to one beggar telling another beggar where he found bread.  
once that spirit is ignited, it therefore becomes unquenchable.

“reigning” on the inside
in order for rain, water from heaven, to fulfill its purpose of 
nourishing the earth, it must penetrate the ground and be absorbed 
into the seed.  likewise, the outpouring of the Spirit in early rain 
proportions fulfills its purpose by working on the inside.  when 
someone comes to Christ, that person is born of the Spirit but the 
Christian experience should not end with baptism by water and the 
Spirit.  Spiritual growth must be manifested in the fruit of the Spirit.  
“if you are a twice-born person, you have the Holy Spirit in you; 
but does He fill you?  that is the crucial question.  many believe 
in Jesus yet they never get beyond the first step.  but there must be 
an experience beyond the new birth.  And that is this filling by and 
with the Comforter.  through the new birth one passes from death 
to life through being filled one becomes a partaker of the fuller life.” 
[Coming of the Comforter, p. 170]  

A lack of water results in thirst, which is a stronger human need than 
hunger.  Similarly, our need of the outpouring of the Spirit in early 
rain proportions should be a yearning to quench a spiritual thirst:  
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“As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after 
thee, o God.” [psalm 42: 1, KJV] too many Christians today have a 
very casual approach to this great spiritual need for the outpouring 
of the Spirit in early rain proportions.  this desire cannot be a one 
time or seasonal thirst.  Jesus declared to the Samaritan woman at 
the well: “but whosoever drinketh of the water that i shall give him 
shall never thirst; but the water that i shall give him shall be in 
him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.” [John 4: 14, 
KJV] the more she drank, the more she desired it – every successive 
draught of water, though it satisfied, created an even greater thirst 
for more. God wants us to desire Him more than anything in this 
world.  the more we receive of His infilling, the closer we will desire 
to be with Him.  He expects us to get to that state of readiness similar 
to the disciples on the day of pentecost.  this is not done in our own 
strength.  let us emulate the example of the apostles on a daily basis.

Jesus, our perfect example, both told His disciples what to do and 
showed them how to do it.  Just before His Gethsemane experience 
leading to his crucifixion, Satan made his last stand to derail Jesus’ 
mission in John 14.  ellen G. white captures it beautifully: “the 
prince of this world cometh said Jesus and hath nothing in me. [John 
14: 30, KJV]  there was in Him nothing that responded to Satan’s 
sophistry.  He did not consent to sin.  Not even by thought did He 
yield to temptation.  So it may be with us.  Christ’s humanity was 
united with divinity; He was fitted for the conflict by the indwelling 
of the Holy Spirit.  And He came to make us partakers of the divine 
nature.”  [Desire of Ages, p. 123]  Just picture it:  Satan assailed 
Jesus that night with the single purpose of breaking Jesus spiritually.  
to do that, He had to identify and exploit a spiritual weak point.  
He tried everything, but could not find anything to exploit.  “…and 
hath nothing in me…” is rendered this way in the New international 
Version: “…He has no power over me…”  that is the ultimate goal.  
being spirit-filled is the only way for us to be in a position to share in 
the testimony of Jesus.

my prayer therefore is: “lord, help us to be so filled by your Spirit 
that when Satan assails, there will be nothing present in our lives on 
which he can attach his temptations.”  Amen.



2 0 1 5

21

i need THe
laTTer rain
Pastor Clyde Lewis   | Monday, January 12th
Tobago Mission

there have been many discussions, sermons, seminars and even 
arguments on the latter rain and its importance; thus it’s importance 
must be understood by every Seventh-day Adventist today the 
more we see that the “last days” predictions of the bible are being 
fulfilled before our very eyes.  Seventh-day-Adventists have been 
taught throughout the Church’s existence, that there are two types 
of spiritual rains -- tHe eArly rAiN and tHe lAtter rAiN.

it should be understood that the early rain is the transforming 
power of the Holy Spirit which, on consent of the believer, fills the 
heart, guaranteeing victory over every known sin and tendencies 
toward evil.  the Holy Spirit saturates the believer’s life with 
the righteousness of Christ, “tHereFore iF ANy mAN be 
iN CHriSt, He iS A New CreAtUre: olD tHiNGS Are 
pASSeD AwAy; beHolD, All tHiNGS Are beCome New”  
(2 Corinthians 5:17).  in order to experience this transformation 
wrought by the Holy Spirit, one must be willing to allow the Holy 
Spirit to have His own way in the life every minute of the day. this 
is important because we need to realise that - “that man needs a 
power outside of and beyond himself, to restore him to the likeness 
of God, and enable him to do the work of God; but this does not 
make the human agency unessential. Humanity lays hold upon the 
divine power, Christ dwells in the heart by faith; and through co-
operation with the divine, the power of man becomes efficient for 
good.”  He who called the fishermen of Galilee is still calling men to 
His service. And He is just as willing to manifest His power through 
us as through the first disciples” (DA 296, 297).

the power for which man needs to have an inward hunger, is not a 
power that will reNoVAte Him, not a power that will pAtCH 
him up, but he needs the power of the Holy Spirit in the form of the 
early rain, that will continue the work of purification  until he or 
she gains the victory over every point thus--”today you are to give 
yourself to God, that you may be emptied of self....today you are to 
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have your vessel purified that it may be ready....for the showers of 
the latter rain; for the latter rain will come, and the blessing of 
God will fill every soul that is purified from every defilement ...fitted 
for the time of refreshing ....fitted for the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
1Sm 191.
 
we are to seek God daily and allow Him to continue His good work 
in our lives. He will clean us up thoroughly so that we can be used 
by the Holy Spirit daily. it was because elijah allowed God to do His 
good work that the servant of God was used by the Holy Spirit on 
mount Carmel to defeat the prophets of baal. elijah’s victory  “was 
not due to any inherited qualities he possessed, but to the submission 
of himself to the Holy Spirit.” (2 bC 1037).

one may state that it is tough to surrender today, because of the many 
temptations and trials we face each moment, but we should follow 
the example of Jesus because -- “Self-surrender is the substance of 
the teachings of Jesus” (DA 523).

“The Son of God was surrendered to the Father’s will, and dependent 
upon His power. So utterly was Christ emptied of self that He made 
no plans for Himself. He accepted God’s plan for Him, and day by 
day the Father unfolded His plans. So should we depend upon God, 
that our lives may be the simple outworking of His will”.  (DA 208).

God also promises that “No temptation has overtaken you that is 
not common to man but God is faithful and he will not let you 
be tempted beyond your strength, but will with the temptation also 
provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it” 1Cor 
10:13.

“Our Heavenly Father measures and weighs every trial before He 
permits it to come upon the believer. He considers the circumstances 
and the strength of the one who is to stand under the proving and 
test of God, and He never permits the temptations to be greater 
than the capacity of resistance. If the soul is overborne, the person 
overpowered, this can never be charged to God....but the one 
tempted was not vigilant and prayerful ... Christ never failed a 
believer in his hour of combat. The believer must claim the promise 
and meet the foe in the name of The Lord “ (our High Calling pg. 
323)   Hallelujah !  Hallelujah !   praise God for His provision to 
overcome sin.
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we all need to understand that when the Holy Spirit comes in the 
form of the latter rain, it will not be to cleanse the believer but 
to empower him with the power of God so that the final warning 
message will go forth under the power of the Holy Spirit. 

on the day of pentecost when the Holy Spirit was given to the 
apostles, it was not for them to be cleansed from sin but for them 
to be empowered so they could speak the word with clarity and 
assurance-- “And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost and began 
to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance”. 
(Acts 2:4). before the apostles received the Holy Spirit, they 
humbled themselves before God and confessed their sins and settled 
the differences between themselves and were in harmony. “they 
felt that no toil would be too hard, no sacrifice too great, if only 
they could bear witness in their lives to the loveliness of Christ’s 
character.” “putting away all differences, all desire for supremacy, 
they came close together in Christian fellowship.” “they claimed 
the power that Christ had promised,” (AA  36,37). the apostles 
wanted to share their faith by proclaiming the good news of 
salvation and they knew they needed the Holy Spirit to be able too 
effectively witness, “As they made humble supplication to God, their 
differences were swept away....then the way was prepared for the 
Holy Spirit...every heart was filled (mS 21, 1900.)  the Gospel was 
preached with such intensity and clarity that the hearers cried out 
saying, “wHAt SHAll we Do?” and the answer was “repeNt, 
AND be bAptiZeD For tHe remiSSioN oF SiNS”. the lord 
added to the Church, such as would be saved. As one recognizes 
that the early rain is the transforming power of the Holy Spirit and 
the latter rain is the power for witnessing, he is led to examine 
himself and allow his life to be transformed by the Holy Spirit and 
as soon as transformation takes place in the life, there will be an 
intense desire in the heart to witness and then the need of the latter 
rain would be felt. the transformed person would then be pleading 
with God for the power of the Holy Spirit to saturate his life, so that 
as he witnesses many of the “other sheep” would return to the fold 
of safety.

i need the latter rain, you need the latter rain, we all need the 
latter rain in order to proclaim the tHree ANGelS’ meSSAGe 
with success “without the Spirit and power of God, it would be in 
vain that we labor to present the truth, we should pray as earnestly 
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for the descent of the Holy Spirit as the disciples prayed on the day 
of pentecost. if they needed it at that time, we need it more today” 
(5t 158). we need to enter our prayer chambers and prostrate 
ourselves before God and plead for the latter rain in the form of 
the Holy Spirit to take full control of our lives. “pray that the mighty 
energies of the Holy Spirit, with all their quickening, recuperative, 
and transforming power, may fall like an electric shock on the palsy-
stricken soul, causing every nerve to thrill with new life.” (5t 267) 
and when we have this experience, we would recognize “that the 
only power that can quicken the heart into activity is the power 
which will give life to the dead--the Holy Spirit.....hang your helpless 
soul upon your mediator. in and through Him, and Him alone, you 
can come to God.... the Holy Spirit is your hope”(letter 124, 1901).

yes, the Holy Spirit is our only hope if we are to be as effective as the 
disciples on the day of pentecost. “As the human agent submits his 
will to God, the Holy Spirit will make the impression upon the hearts 
of those whom he ministers” (Counsels on Health 437 ).

we are called to live in harmony with the light of God’s truth that 
we have been exposed to so that wherever we may go, the onlookers 
would know that we are walking with Jesus, not only in Sabbath 
keeping, faithful stewardship, moral living but also in kindness to 
the less fortunate  “For nothing can, or ever will, give character to 
the work in the presentation of truth to help the people just where 
they are so well as the Good Samaritan work” (welfare ministry 
pg. 132.) we need the latter rain because the world needs to fear 
God and give Him His Glory; we need the latter rain because the 
world needs to worship God as the Creator, we need the latter rain 
because the world needs to accept the mercy of God, we need the 
latter rain  because the world needs to know that there is salvation 
in Jesus and when we are led by the Holy Spirit we will give the 
message effectively for “As the end approaches, the testimonies 
of God’s servants will become more decided and more powerful, 
flashing the light of truth upon the systems of error and oppression 
that have so long held the supremacy” (Appeal to ministers and 
Conference Committees, pg. 18). we have a most solemn message 
to bear; it’s a message of eternal salvation, and we are to go to every 
home with the message because it is God’s reaping message; and 
when the seeds of the message are sown, under the power of the 
Holy Spirit many will be gathered for the kingdom of God for “every 
truly honest soul will come to the light of truth” (GC 522).
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may each of us submit ourselves to God daily so that we can be ready 
to receive the latter rain for “those who wait for the bridegroom’s 
coming are to say to the people ‘behold your God’ get ready, get 
ready for His Coming for He that shall come, will come and will not 
tarry”.
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THe Wind bloWs
WHere iT WisHes
Pastor Colin Thorne  |  Tuesday, January 13th
East Caribbean Conference

introduction
During a tour of a large manufacturing plant, a visitor noticed a man 
using a fiery torch of high intensity to work on huge slabs of steel. 
operating from a blueprint on a nearby table, a pointer traced the 
pattern and then by a clever system of levers enlarged the design as 
it was burned into the metal. 

there were times, however, when the flame would not make any 
impression. when this happened, a chemical substance was applied 
to the resisting patch, and immediately the cutting could be resumed. 
the worker explained that although the torch was able to go through 
clean steel 8 inches thick, if it encountered the slightest film of rust 
on the surface, the flame would not penetrate it. the bible-believing 
visitor remarked, “it struck me forcefully that this is a picture of the 
Christian. the Holy Spirit is seeking to produce in us God’s perfect 
design. if the life is unblemished, He is able to continue His efforts; 
but if we become carnal or backslidden, His work of shaping us is 
hindered until the area in question has been thoroughly cleansed.”

let us pray
the main cause of wind direction is air pressure.  this is the weight 
or density of the atmosphere and the atmosphere is a hodgepodge of 
vast masses of lighter and heavier air.  this patchwork of different 
air masses is caused by the beaming sun which warms some parts of 
the globe more than others.  the air gets its heat from the land and 
water upon which it rests.

in the main, heavy air tends to flow into masses of light air to even 
up the balance of atmospheric pressure.  As a rule, the wind blows 
from the direction of a heavy air mass toward a mass of lighter air.
the wind apparently has not a permanent place of abode, it is 

John 3: 8, “The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the 
sound of it, but cannot tell from where it comes, and where it goes. 

So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
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invisible, but is audible, yet it is difficult to know when it is coming 
or going. it is like people who are converted by the Holy Spirit.  

the word spirit in both Hebrew and Greek means “breath” or 
“wind.” both a breath of air and a breeze are appropriate images for 
the Holy Spirit.  Consider several properties of the wind:

1. wind is moving air, and this fresh air is needed continually for 
life itself. even seeds often require wind for their dispersal and 
subsequent growth. Similarly, the Holy Spirit is the presence of 
God, the source for all life.

2. wind has no material shape or form. it is invisible; we cannot 
see the source or the destination of wind. it is a mysterious, 
unseen force. Nevertheless, its presence is known by its effects. 
 
likewise, the unseen Holy Spirit can be experienced in a 
refreshing way. His presence is displayed in the work he does 
in human lives by transforming, sanctifying, encouraging, and 
teaching.

3. wind is a powerful force. it cannot be stopped or controlled 
by people. likewise, the Holy Spirit is not subject to human 
control. the moving of the Holy Spirit is God at work.

4. there is great variety in the wind. it may be a soft whisper 
gently rustling the leaves on the trees, or it may be a hurricane 
uprooting trees.

likewise, the Holy Spirit may gently bring a person to Christ, such 
as a little child raised in a Christian home, or he may work in some 
climactic, dramatic way to bring conviction and conversion to the 
hardened sinner.

John 3: 8, “the wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound 
of it, but cannot tell from where it comes, and where it goes. So is 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

the text clearly makes reference to the process of conversion, being 
born again, but this time being born of the Spirit.  the first birth is 
of a carnal nature, which has its conception of male and female. the 
second birth or being born again is initiated by the Holy Spirit.

who is the Holy Spirit, you might ask, not only is he a representative 
of the person of Christ but His divine work is to convince and 
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convert men and women from a life of evil to a life of righteousness 
in Christ Jesus.  He brings revelation and inspiration.  the bible 
says in 1 Corinthians 2:11 that the Holy Spirit “knows the things 
of God.” thus knowing the things of God He reveals the truth of 
God, that’s why holy men of God were divinely moved to write and 
preach the word of God with passion and power.  Such men were so 
convinced of the truth that they were willing to die in defense of it.

For the Holy Spirit to convert a person, he has to illuminate their 
minds.  1 Corinthians 5:2 states “let this mind be in you which was 
also in Christ Jesus”.  Having a theoretical knowledge of the truth 
of Jesus is not enough for a person who is intentional about being a 
disciple of Jesus and about being saved.  this truth must be applied 
upon the mind or heart of the sinner and such an application can 
only be done by the Holy Spirit.

without the work of the Holy Spirit upon the human mind, 
darkness and sin would becloud the very thoughts and deeds of man.  
the word of God which brings light and truth would only be as a 
smoldering bush hoping to live but prepared to die.  For the word 
of God to be a light and not merely a dead letter, the human mind 
must understand its truth.  thank God the Holy Spirit is still at work 
bringing understanding and making divine light available to man 
through the word of God.  

Sin has formed a veil of darkness upon the mind of man that only 
the Holy Spirit can remove and the only way He can remove it is by 
dwelling within him.  when by faith a sinner accepts the promptings 
of the Holy Spirit to have Him dwell in him, the sinner goes through 
a process that leads to a relationship with God:
1. Confession (Greek Homologeo) 1 John 1:9, “if we confess our 

sins, he is faithful and just to forgive our sins and cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.” to confess is to admit that we are guilty of  
that which were are accused, the result of inward conviction.  
matthew 10:32 states “therefore whoever confesses me before 
men, him i will also confess before my father who is in heaven.” 
Such a rendering conveys the thought of confessing allegiance 
to Christ as one’s master and lord, and on the other hand, of 
acknowledgment, on His part, of the faithful one as being His 
worshipper and servant, His loyal follower.
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2. repentance (Greek: metanoia) is a change of mind that results 
in a turning from sin and a turning to God.  mark 2: 17 states 
Jesus said, “those who are well have no need of a physician, 
but those who are sick. i did not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners, to repentance.”

with such a turning of the human mind the Holy Spirit responds 
by turning the believer into a new person, which we know as the 
new birth or being born again.  A relationship is established between 
the believer and the Holy Spirit because the Holy Spirit now dwells 
within the mind of the believer.  the apostle paul describes this 
intimate divine-human relationship not only as the circumcision of 
the heart (rom. 2:29) but more specifically, as the Spirit of God 
dwelling “in you” (rom 8:9).  Consequently, the body becomes a 
“temple of the Holy Spirit” (1 Cor. 6:19).

because the Holy Spirit represents Christ the victorious one, His 
presence in the heart or mind becomes the down payment of God’s 
redemption and the guarantee of His promises.  it also establishes an 
ongoing divine-human relationship that changes believers into the 
likeness of Jesus Christ (rom. 8:4-27).  the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit allows the believer to have:
1. Victory over lying 
2. Victory over stealing
3. Victory over immorality
4. Victory over every sinful act

And it provides:
1. protection from the enemy
2. Assurance of salvation
3. Confidence in Jesus
4. And a place in the heavenly home

because of the relational reality of Christ’s life within the believer 
through the Holy Spirit, the believer is now said to possess the mind 
of Christ (1 Cor. 2:16), and partakers of the divine nature, hence in 
their daily lives the fruit of the Spirit is produced (Gal. 5:22, 23).
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ConClUsion
A story is told of a man by the name of David berkowitz who was 
convicted of committing a number of killings in New york City in 
the mid-70’s.  David told the authorities he heard voices telling him 
to kill those people. later it was revealed that he was involved in a 
satanic cult that urged him to commit those gruesome murders.  He 
was given about 350 years in prison.

After a number of years his name came up for parole and the people 
who knew what he did were adamant that he should not be released.  
what they did not know was that David had become a genuine 
Christian during his time in prison.  As the time for his parole came, 
he wrote a letter to the Governor, he said:

Dear Sir, I am writing with regards to my parole hearing which is 
scheduled for June. Sir, I am so very sorry for the pain, grief, and suffering 
I have caused many innocent people by my criminal acts of some twenty-
five years ago.  I am haunted by my actions and I would do anything to 
undo this tragedy.  I know that I have failed and disappointed my loving 
family, and I disgraced myself for the rest of my life.  However, today, 
because of Jesus Christ and my faith in Him, I am trying my best to make 
amends to society in any way that I can.  And I am thankful for whatever 
opportunities come my way to do this.

i am disappointed that there is going to be a parole hearing.  i know 
that the sentencing laws require a hearing to be held in June, a date 
which was set twenty-five years ago.  but the fact is i have absolutely 
no interest in parole.

i have done nothing whatsoever to try to obtain parole.  For example, 
i have never asked anyone, be they a friend or minister, to write a 
letter of support on my behalf.  likewise, i have never asked any 
prison officials to write letters to recommend me for release.  i do not 
believe in doing such things.
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Frankly, i can give you no good reason why i should even be 
considered for parole. i can, however, give you many reasons why 
i should not be.  the loss of six lives and the wounding of even 
more are reasons enough for the latter. in all honesty, i believe that 
i deserve to be in prison for the rest of my life. i have, with God’s 
help, long ago come to terms with my situation and i have accepted 
my punishment.  David has truly been converted and is happy in 
the lord.

when, as a response to the divine initiative of God in the Holy 
Spirit, the human’s heart surrenders in total openness to Christ 
for the first time, the new birth occurs simultaneously with the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit as the gift of God’s personal presence.  
the continuous process of indwelling follows.  the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit in the Christian is not a permanent possession, acquired 
once and for all at the time of the new birth.  on the contrary, it 
must be a permanent process, daily renewed (1 Cor. 9:27) in further 
and deeper surrender to the Sprit’s promptings, lest the believer falls 
into apostasy at the risk of eternal loss (Heb. 6:4-8). 

aPPeal
Do you pledge daily to surrender your will to the Holy Spirit and to  
allow him convert you? 
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bones live
Can THese

Dr. Carson L. Greene, DMin  |  Wednesday, January 14th
South Leeward Mission

How is your church doing?  if you had the privilege of creating the 
ideal church/congregation,  with what would you come up?  How 
different would it be from the congregation of which you are now a 
part?  Are you satisfied with your local congregation? while i do not 
know just how you may choose to answer these questions, i guess 
that many of us would admit that things could be better—a lot better.  
you may not have stopped to consider just how things are in your 
local congregation; and some may even ask, “what difference does 
it make?” but if it is your congregation, then should it not matter?  

the above questions were designed to get us thinking about the 
relevance of our local congregations and perhaps to force us to do 
some self-analysis.  many Seventh-day Adventists have come to 
accept the fact that church is an important aspect of our lives.  but 
have we stopped to seriously consider whether our expectations are 
being met?  or do we just go along with the status quo?  Does our 
opinion really matter?  while you think about that, consider another 
question—perhaps many would say “the real question.”  what does 
God think about your church/congregation?  is He happy with the 
way things are going?  Does God view your congregation as fulfilling 
its mission in a meaningful way?  let’s consider some realities.

realities:
Across the Caribbean Union we have a membership of 227,354.    
Annually, we baptize an average of between three to five thousand 
members.   yet, most of our congregations are not at maximum 
capacity on Sabbath mornings!  Statistics are not available with 
respect to our attendance though the General Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists—inter American Division has been 
requesting it for more than two years.  For some strange reason, 
church clerks across the region have found it difficult to comply 

Ezekiel 37:1-14



2 0 1 5

33

with this requirement. (this says a lot about efficiency!) in the 
absence of documented statistics, we will have to estimate, and A 
conservative estimate is 50% of membership.  For example, look at 
your local congregation.  what is your membership? what was your 
attendance last Sabbath?  remember that membership statistics are 
computed only by counting baptized members while attendance 
counts every living person, regardless of age or religious affiliation.  
this means that the attendance should always be higher than the 
membership.  what is the situation in your congregation?  How do 
you think God feels about this?

So the attendance is not that great!  perhaps though, where we fail in 
attendance, we make up in the quality of our services.  our services 
are vibrant, lively and spiritually refreshing.  the sermons are 
biblically based, of a high quality, and appropriately relevant to the 
needs of today’s diverse and challenging generation.   our members 
are warm and friendly and visitors are impressed with our hospitality.   
is that a description of what happens in your local congregation?  
A few years ago my family and i were vacationing in one of the 
islands of the Caribbean Union.  on Sabbath morning we randomly 
selected a congregation for worship. the building was decent and we 
sat in air- conditioned comfort.  we were early.  As we approached 
the sanctuary we observed that there were a few persons standing at 
the door.  but as we got there and said good morning, no one greeted 
us.  All four of us sat in the Sabbath School Class but the teacher 
did not welcome us.  the divine service came to a close without 
anyone welcoming us or any other visitor who may have been there 
that Sabbath.  we walked out of church afterwards, completely 
unnoticed!  i tried putting myself in the place of a seeker looking 
for a place to worship.  i certainly would not have been inspired to 
go back.  thank God, this is not true in every congregation. the 
truth is though, there are others like it.  i have had the experience 
repeated elsewhere!

the question is, “How does God feel about your local church?”  is He 
happy when it’s time for church elections?  is He happy with the way 
the human resources are utilized? is He happy with your individual 
involvement?  And how does He feel about the building—its physical 
condition?  what about the financial resources?  is God happy with 
the faithfulness of the members?  is He pleased with the evangelism 
programme?  is He concerned that many of the persons who were 
baptized last year and the years before are no longer in church?  
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is He concerned that the emphasis seems to be baptisms and not 
discipleship?  Sometimes we take church for granted.  Sometimes we 
close our eyes to the realities before us.  Sometimes we forget that 
while there are in excess of eighteen million Adventists in the world, 
the world population is over seven billion.  that is one Adventist 
to every three hundred and eighty-nine persons!  we boast that 
we baptize two Adventists every minute and forget that three to 
four babies are born every second!  that’s approximately 250 every 
minute.  it follows then that the world’s population is growing 125 
times faster than the growth of the Adventist Church.   that’s our 
challenge.  So, how well are we really doing?

The Purpose of the Church:
Jesus’ commission to His Church in matt 28:19 was and still is “Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  (eSV).   
the Church’s mission is definite and specific.  we exist for a purpose.  
we are in the business of making disciples.  when we fulfill our 
purpose, God is pleased.  when we fail to do so, He is displeased.  
As a church, we tend to measure our success by the number of 
baptisms and the book membership of our individual congregations.  
Unfortunately, neither of these satisfies the biblical mandate.  
baptism and membership are to be by-products of real ministry and 
not a measure of it.  Note that the instruction in the text is to make 
disciples and then baptize them.  thus, disciple- making is primary 
and baptizing is secondary.  Disciple-making comes out of a context 
of fulfilling what Jesus saw as his mission: “the Spirit of the lord is 
upon me because He has anointed me to preach the gospel to the 
poor; He has sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty 
to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
those who are oppressed; to proclaim the acceptable year of the 
lord.” luke 4:18, 19 (NKJV).  this then is what the Church must 
emulate.  this is meaningful ministry—a ministry that is service 
oriented.  it is a Spirit directed ministry that emphasizes preaching, 
healing, ministry to the poor, compassion, deliverance and hope.  it 
caters to the spiritual, physical, social and emotional needs of the 
times.  How does your church measure up?

i think the critical thing here is that such a ministry is Spirit 
directed.  the focus is not on how we look in comparison to others 
or on how many achieved baptisms.  it is on fulfilling God’s purpose 
for us.  what we seem to do today though is to measure ourselves by 
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ourselves. we seem unconcerned by the cries from our communities 
except when we conduct evangelistic campaigns.  we take comfort 
from the fact that we have the truth and that we are God’s true 
Church.  but what does Jesus think?  based on revelation’s prophecy 
of the last days, we hear Jesus referring to us (the Church today) as 
laodicea—neither hot nor cold.   Jesus commented that we think 
we are rich but do not realize that we are in fact wretched, pitiful, 
poor, blind and naked. (rev 3:17).  

As i reflect on our state, i can’t help thinking that it was this kind of 
thinking that led to israel’s demise as a nation.  by the time we get 
to ezekiel 37, they had come to see themselves as dry bones.  but 
they were not always there.  they were once God’s favoured nation 
entrusted with the responsibility of demonstrating God’s character to 
the world.  when God chose israel, it was with the intent that they 
would minister to the world on his behalf.  His promise to Abraham 
was “in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.” (Gen 
22:18).  but israel failed.   why? How did they get there? the 
following quote from SDAbC vol. 4, page 32 is instructive:

Israel’s “unwillingness to submit to the restrictions and requirements 
of God, prevented them, to a great extent, from reaching the high 
standard He desired them to attain, and from receiving the blessings 
He was ready to bestow upon them” (PP 378).  They cherished the 
idea that they were favourites of Heaven (COL 294), and were 
ungrateful for the opportunities so graciously afforded them (COL 
302; cf. 391).  They forfeited God’s blessings because of failure 
to fulfil His purpose in making them His chosen people, and thus 
brought ruin upon themselves (COL 284, 290; PK 705). 

Note that they brought ruin upon themselves because of failure to 
fulfill God’s purpose.  Have we fulfilled God’s purpose for our calling?  
is your local congregation fulfilling its purpose?  if your answer is no, 
then we are not much different from israel.  but there is hope in the 
midst of our hopelessness.  ezekiel 37 is a message of hope.  there is 
much that we can learn and apply from its message. 

ezekiel’s vision of dry bones:
ezekiel 37 was likely written shortly after the third attack and 
destruction of Jerusalem by babylon—perhaps around 585bC.  most 
of the people of Jerusalem were now captives in babylon and the city 
(Jerusalem) was left in a state of chaos.  the people who once prided 
themselves as God’s favoured heritage were now in a strange land.   
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they had ignored God’s plan for their lives and had not fulfilled 
their divinely appointed role.  As a result, God had given them over 
to Nebuchadnezzar. it appears that they were totally abandoned 
by God.  they were hopeless and powerless to do anything.  it was 
under these circumstances that God appeared to ezekiel in this 
vision of dry bones.   

ezekiel, under the Spirit’s power, was transported to a valley that was 
full of dry bones.  God placed him in the middle of the valley where 
he had a close-up view of the bones.  without saying anything, God 
had ezekiel walk up and down among the bones.  He had time to 
observe carefully and concluded that there were very many and they 
were very dry.  Notice that the prophet is here walking among the 
bones and has a careful analysis of the state of the bones.  A careful 
reading of the passage reveals that the bones were not just very dry; 
they were disjointed.  there was no appearance of any two bones 
that were connected together.  And then, God spoke up. “ezekiel, 
can these bones live?”  the answer was obvious.  these bones were 
scorched by the sun.  they were not just dry, they were very dry!   
So ezekiel turned the question over to God.  He simply said, “God, 
you know.”  As far as ezekiel was concerned, that was a human 
impossibility.  

So far, two things are clear.  God and ezekiel are the only beings 
in this valley filled with very dry, disjointed bones and humanly 
speaking, there was no possibility of life for these bones.   but then, 
God instructs the prophet to talk to the dry bones.  He instructs the 
prophet to deliver a message to the dry bones.  God gave the content 
of the sermon.  it was short and direct.  there were three parts to 
the sermon:
1. A command for the bones to hear the word of the lord

2. the message from God—i will cause breath to enter you and 
you shall live. (Verse 5)  How?  i will lay sinews upon you, and 
will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and 
put breath in you, and you shall live. (verse 6a)

3. the result:  you shall know that i am the lord. (verse 6b)

why is God doing this for the dry bones?  what’s the point behind 
all of this?  in verse 11, God tells the prophet that the bones 
represent the whole house of israel.  by the “whole house of israel”, 
we mean both the northern and southern kingdoms.  israel left 
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egypt as twelve tribes.  After the reign of Solomon, the kingdom 
was divided under king rehoboam.  ten of the tribes went with 
Jeroboam and became known as the Northern Kingdom or israel 
(sometimes represented by the tribe of ephraim) and two stayed 
with rehoboam and became known as the Southern Kingdom or 
Judah with the capital being Jerusalem.  Jeroboam led israel into 
idolatry and apostasy and eventually, God allowed Assyria to take 
them into captivity in 722bC.  Now, more than a hundred and thirty 
years later, Judah suffers a similar fate, this time, by babylon.  God is 
now saying that Judah is like her sister—they are both dead.  

let us remember that israel—the whole nation—were chosen by 
God to be his ambassadors to the world.  but israel failed—first 
ephraim and now Judah.  in verse 11 we get a glimpse of their 
feeling.  they say, “our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we 
are clean cut off.” (eSV).   the use of dry bones to represent israel is 
interesting.  bones are an essential part of the body and function in 
at least five different ways:
1. Support.  bones form the support structure for the body. they 

are like the frame or columns of a building.  without them, the 
body would be unable to maintain its shape and function.

2. Protection:  many of the vital organs of the body are protected 
by our bones. they keep the body safe.

3. Movement:  the human body is made up of 206 bones.  if the 
skeleton were a single bone, we would not have been able to 
move at all.  our bones work with our joints and muscles to 
make movement possible

4. Storage:  bones act like a sort of bank for our bodies.  minerals 
and fats are deposited for storage and then withdrawn when 
needed by the various organs and systems of the body.

5. Blood Cell Production:  Special stem cells, found in the 
innermost part of the bone marrow, act like a production centre 
to produce red and white bloods cells.  these, of course, are 
vital to our survival.

it follows then that the bones of our bodies are anything but dead.  
when israel said that they were like dry bones, they were essentially 
saying that all the vital components necessary for nation- building 
and survival had dried up—had been depleted.  they had no 
support structures, no protective or defence mechanisms, there was 
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no movement—no possibility of progress, no reserves, no energy 
and no resources of any kind.  the capacity for nation-building was 
nil.   Hope had died.  they were like a severed branch that had 
dried up and could not be restored or re-attached.   if there was ever 
a hopeless case, this was it.  this was how israel saw themselves.  
what is interesting though is that while they were willing to admit 
to their true condition, they did not seem to acknowledge that they 
were responsible for it.  is it not strange how we can be quick to 
acknowledge that things aren’t right but never seem willing to take 
responsibility?  

God had asked ezekiel, “Can these bones live?”  ezekiel had given 
the question back to God.  How did he answer it?  both ezekiel and 
israel knew that they could not live.  but God had other plans!  He 
had instructed ezekiel to preach to the bones—the house of israel.  
First, they were to hear the word of the lord.  what israel needed 
was what they lacked—the word of the lord.   this seems almost 
an irony.  they were the depositories of the word.  they had the 
prophets.  they were specially chosen to speak God’s word.  And 
yet, one of their greatest needs was the word.  we must learn from 
this. it appears that israel had not encountered the word.  they had 
it but did not know it.  they sometimes proclaimed it but did not 
experience it.  

what was this word that the people—the dry bones—were to hear?  
And how were dry bones to hear?  remember that “the word of 
God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the 
joints and marrow…”  the word has penetrative power!  the word 
they were to hear is the same word that we need to hear today.   
what is it?  the nation was hopeless and dead—they had an 
impossible situation.  but God’s message was, “i will cause breath to 
enter you and you shall live…and know that i am God.”    God is the 
chief cause.   He alone can cause life to enter us.  but let’s be sure we 
don’t miss the point.   israel had failed to fulfill their purpose.  they 
were responsible for their condition.  they were there because they 
did not know that God is God.  Simply put, they did not know God.  
in isaiah 1:3 God laments “the ox knows its owner and the donkey 
its master’s crib; but israel does not know…”   we are dealing here 
with what i call the essence of salvation—knowing God.  the 
biblical view of salvation is one of relationship—a relationship of 
dependence and trust.  God had given them the opportunity to 
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represent him but they did not depend on him.  they became proud 
and inward serving.  they placed more value on rituals and doctrines 
than on building a relationship with God and on allowing Him to 
touch others through them, and so, they failed.  Any time we begin 
to think that salvation is based on our doing, we will fail.  Salvation 
is neither by us, nor through us.  israel thought themselves special—
chosen and therefore better than others.  that may be our mistake 
today too.  they were chosen—yes—but it was not because of them.  
it was because of God’s grace.  but there is more to come—perhaps 
the most important part.
 
in verse seven, ezekiel carries out God’s instruction and speaks to 
the bones.  As he does so, movement began to take place.  the text 
says that bone came together with his bone.  the power of the word 
began its work.  it is important to observe a few things before we 
go any further.  First, God and ezekiel were together in this valley 
filled with these dry bones.  we have considered the bones and 
we have considered God—to some extent.  but what is ezekiel’s 
role?  Couldn’t God have just spoken to the bones himself?  the 
prophet’s role demonstrates that God has a place for the human 
instrumentality.  this too is an act of grace.  He doesn’t really need 
man but he chooses to use him. the proclamation of the word is 
a human responsibility.  it is still central and will remain that way.  
And when the word is proclaimed as God directs, movement will 
take place.  As ezekiel was prophesying “there was a noise, a rattling 
sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone.”  (Verse 7 
NiV).  God-directed preaching will cause a noise—a stir—a coming 
together.  but preaching alone will not do it.  Verse 8 says that there 
was form but no life.  we had form and noise but no life.  what good 
is form without life?  what’s the point?  Human effort cannot bring 
life to a dead church.  

God then directs His prophet to speak to the breath to move upon 
the lifeless bodies and cause life to come upon them.  the word 
breath (ruach) is also translated spirit.  this takes us back to Gen 
1 at creation when God breathe the breath of life into man.  but 
it is also the same word that is used in Gen 1:2 “and the Spirit of 
God moved upon the face of the waters.”  in commenting on this 
verse, the Seventh-day Adventist bible Commentary says: ““Spirit,” 
ruach. in harmony with scriptural usage, the Spirit of God is the 
Holy Spirit, the third person of the Godhead.”   it appears then 
that God’s design is to work with the word—who is Jesus—and 
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the Holy Spirit—to bring life and healing where there is death and 
brokenness.  As ezekiel appeals to the Spirit, the Spirit came upon 
them and they lived.  without the work of the Holy Spirit there can 
be no life in the Church.  but let’s not forget the context.  israel was 
in a hopeless condition because of their own doing.  they had sinned 
and disregarded God and failed to fulfill God’s purpose for them.  
they were like dry bones by their own admittance.  they had failed.  
 
Now, here is the crux of the matter.   God had chosen them to 
represent or demonstrate his love and character to the world.  they 
failed.  based on ezekiel’s vision, we realize that the primary reason 
they failed was because they did not know God.  we cannot be 
effective for God without knowing Him.  but note—God’s purpose 
will be fulfilled in spite of them.  in fact, God again shows His grace 
and declares that he will resurrect their dead bones and give them 
life by His Spirit and cause them to know him.  that is saying that 
i will save you.  it is God’s initiative.  He will cause it!  only he can 
cause it anyway.   but what was their role now.  All that was required 
of them was to yield to the Spirit.  
 
we too, like israel, may have failed.  your congregation—this 
congregation may have failed.  our statistics reveal that.  but God 
in mercy says to us, “i will cause you to live.”  And all we have to 
do is to heed the word and cooperate with the Spirit.  yes, we have 
erred.  yes we have strayed from the path.  we may even consider 
ourselves to be dry bones but God’s message to us is that through 
His Spirit, He will awaken and fulfill His purpose for his Church 
and cause us to know him in spite of our hopeless, helpless, and 
despairing condition.    
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don’T grieve
THe sPiriT
Pastor Alexander Biscette  |  Thursday, January 15th,
St. Lucia Mission

introduction 
the Apostle paul wrote the book of ephesians around A. D. 61-62 
during his imprisonment in rome. Having endeared himself to the 
roman officials and being allowed to live by himself under house 
arrest in his own rented apartment (Acts 28:16, 30), paul had the 
latitude not only to welcome guests with whom he shared the good 
news of the gospel, but also to use his quiet time to write the book 
that has been described as the quintessence of the New testament 
and three other “prison epistles” (Colossians, philippians and 
philemon). 

ephesians deals with matters that are at the very core of what it 
means to be a Christian. the letter is written in three segments: 
Chapters one through three deal with God’s plan for the world and 
His unmerited favor in granting to us grace that we don’t deserve.  
they focus on what God has accomplished for us in Christ. Chapters 
four and five focus on our response to God’s plan of salvation and how 
we should live as recipients of His grace, and chapter six presents the 
whole armor of God equipping us to deal with the devilish schemes 
of the enemy.

the epistle enunciates clear expectations in terms of our response to 
God because of what Christ has done for us: (1) we should live a life 
worthy of our high calling; (2) we should be completely humble and 
gentle; (3) we should be patient, bearing one another in love; and 
(4) we should make every effort to preserve the unity of the Spirit 
(ephesians 4:1). to do otherwise is to grieve the Spirit.

Ephesians 4:30: And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with 
whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. (NIV)
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does the spirit endure grief?
we must never suppose that the Spirit does not experience heartfelt 
sorrow and real pain at the grossly disappointing conduct of 
those whom He loves so dearly, particularly when they persist on 
a destructive course of action and stubbornly refuse to allow Him 
to help them. it hurts Him! it crushes Him when He is forced to 
withdraw from those whom He loves.

it is not a question of whether the Holy Spirit literally experiences 
grief—His grief is real. what we need to get is that our human frame 
of reference is inadequate; we cannot fathom the magnitude or the 
depth of the Spirit’s grief. So yes, we grieve Him. He literally grieves 
when we do such things that cause him grief, but His grief is on a 
level that is beyond our capacity to comprehend. 

are the saints grieving the spirit or just the sinners?
the phrase “Grieve not the Holy Spirit” is better translated “Cease 
grieving” the Holy Spirit (robertson’s word pictures of the New 
testament), or stop grieving the Holy Spirit (SDAbC). So the call is 
to stop doing the things that cause grief to the Spirit. who is paul’s 
target audience? who is grieving the Spirit? is it the saints or just 
the sinners?
  
As Seventh-day Adventists we don’t say much about grieving the 
Spirit outside of the evangelistic context where sinners are warned 
not to harden their hearts, but the Apostle paul, in ephesians 4:30, 
is focused on a different audience. He is speaking to Christians—the 
saints in the household of faith—who, due to unguarded or careless 
living are grieving the Holy Spirit. So this is for us in the church. the 
implication is that we are grieving the Spirit and we need to stop 
whatever we are doing that is grieving the Spirit.

How are we grieving the spirit?
you might be able to think of several ways in which we are grieving 
the Spirit. the following five are intended to help us begin the 
process of introspection and a dialogue with our Saviour about 
enabling grace and power to overcome the sins that grieve the Holy 
Spirit. 
1. We are grieving the Spirit when we indulge anger. ephesians 

4:26 says “be angry and do not sin: do not let the sun go 
down on your wrath”.  yet in verse 31 we are to put away “all 
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bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking … with 
all malice.” on the one hand anger seems to be acceptable 
as long as it does not lead to sin, while on the other we are 
to put away all anger because our anger is grieving the Spirit. 
 
when we allow anger to makes us bitter, we grieve the Spirit. 
when anger causes us to clamour and speak evil against 
others, we grieve the Spirit. when we harbor malice and evil 
intent, we grieve the Spirit. righteous indignation can quickly 
turn to rage if we are not careful.  we need to know the 
difference so that we don’t parade rage as righteous indignation.  
 
ellen white puts it well when she says Christ “had a holy 
wrath against the prince of darkness; but He manifested no 
irritated temper. So the Christian who lives in harmony with 
God, possessing the sweet attributes of love and mercy, will feel 
a righteous indignation against sin; but he will not be roused by 
passion to revile those who revile him” (Desire of Ages, p, 619).

2. We are grieving the Spirit when we trifle with sin. Sin is 
dangerous. the old maxim is true: “if you play with fire, you 
will get burned”. trifling with sin is worse than playing with fire. 
the anecdote of the boiling frog is illustrative of the dangers of 
trifling with sin. its premise is that if you put a frog in a pot of 
cool water and place that post on the fire the frog will enjoy the 
gradual increase in temperature until it is too late to think of 
getting out of the boiling water and it will be cooked to death. 
 
when we trifle with sin we are like a frog in a pot of water on the 
fire. Sin may seem cool and enjoyable at the start, but the devil 
will gradually turn up the heat until, God forbid, it is too late to 
get out.  it troubles God to see us in such a condition. we grieve 
the Spirit when we take sin so lightly that we are not troubled by 
its presence in our life. we grieve the Spirit when we trivialize sin 
and see no need to cry to God for help and power to overcome it. 
 
beloved, it is not only what we may consider gross sins such 
as David’s murder and adultery or the heinous acts of Sodom 
and Gomorrah that we are concerned about here; it is also 
“the little foxes that spoil the vine.” we have to wonder from 
time to time if such sins as lying, gossip, backbiting, and tale 
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bearing have been baptized and accepted into the fellowship 
of the saints.  those sins are so common among us that they 
are allowed to parade as acceptable Christian behavior.  
 
we tend to downplay the gravity of the sins of the tongue—the 
gossiping, the backbiting and the tale bearing—but when we 
trifle with the sins of the tongue we cause tremendous grief to 
the Holy Spirit, and we do a lot of harm to others. For this reason 
you should “not let any unwholesome talk come out of your 
mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according 
to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen” (ephesians 
4:29). evil speaking and worthless words are repugnant to the 
holiness of the Spirit—they grieve Him!  it is dangerous to make 
light of what God has deemed otherwise. meadow and martinez 
put it well in their online article on the topic “the little Foxes”: 
“may we never minimize what God forbids.”

3. We are grieving the Spirit when we treat Deity carelessly: 

• we treat God carelessly and grieve the Spirit by our 
irreverence. in the book Child Guidance, mrs. white speaks 
of reverence as a “precious grace that should be carefully 
cherished” and says that “the education and training of 
the youth should be of a character that would exalt sacred 
things, and encourage pure devotion for God in His house 
(CG 538). the lack of respect for that which is sacred and 
the absence of pure devotion to God cause grief to the Spirit. 
 
lack of reverence on the part of God’s people is also 
reflected in the manner in which we mention His name. 
mrs. white captures our careless attitude in this regard 
with a rather interesting allusion. She says, “many refer to 
God and mention His name in their religious conversation 
much as they would mention a horse or any other common 
creature” (CG 538). this lack of respect for Deity grieves 
the Spirit.

• Neglect of God and our spiritual life is also a way of treating 
deity carelessly. when we neglect to pray, spend time with 
God, study the bible, have family worship, and take our 
relationship with Jesus seriously we give place to the devil 
and grieve the Holy Spirit. 
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• we treat deity carelessly and grieve the Spirit when we 
think that the cross is too heavy for us to bear or the self-
denial for the sake of Christ is too much. mrs. white tells 
us the Spirit is grieved “when the human agent seeks to 
work himself and refuses to enter the service of the lord 
because the cross is too heavy or the self-denial too great” 
(CH 561).

4. We are grieving the Spirit when we inflict God with ingratitude. 
ingratitude hurts! one commentary says “we feel ingratitude 
more than almost anything else; and why should we suppose 
that the Holy Spirit would not feel it also?” (barnes’ Notes). we 
find in the first three chapters of ephesians compelling reasons 
why we should be grateful to God:

• we have redemption in Christ,
• we have the unmerited favor of His Grace, 
• we are brought near by His blood, 
• we have Christ as our peace, 
• we have Christ as our cornerstone, 
• we are fellow heirs and partakers of the promise,
• we have the unsearchable riches of Christ—all undeserved, 

unmerited favor of God’s grace to us.

when we ignore all of these bountiful blessings and choose 
to mummer and complain instead of being grateful to God for 
Jesus and His grace, we inflict Him with ingratitude and grieve 
the Spirit. when we fuss about our situation and fret about our 
future as though it were all in our own hand and the lord had 
done nothing for us, we inflict God with ingratitude. Anxiety 
and fear are often indicators of such ingratitude. ellen white 
puts the question to us, “why should we be ungrateful and 
distrustful? Jesus is our friend; all heaven is interested in our 
welfare. Anxiety and fear grieve the Holy Spirit of God. it is not 
the will of God that His people should be weighed down with 
care” (From eternity past, 202)

in matthew 11:28- 30 Jesus extends the invitation: “Come to 
me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and i will give you 
rest. take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for i am gentle 
and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my 
yoke is easy and my burden is light.” God is grieved when we 
ignore this invitation and yield to inclinations of anxiety that 
fret and wears us out. 
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it is ungrateful to withhold the lord’s tithes and offerings. 
tithes and offerings returned to God should come from a joyful 
heart that is filled with gratitude for the bountiful blessing that 
He has and continues to bestow upon us. it is also ungrateful 
to refrain from using our time, talents, abilities and gifts in His 
service and for His glory. Nothing is too hard for the lord to do 
for us. we recall that He gave all on for us on Calvary’s cross. 
why should we allow the mundane preoccupations of life to 
interfere with our commitment and devotion to our Savior? He 
gave all for us. why can’t we give all for Him? it is the only 
appropriate response of gratitude. to do otherwise is to grieve 
the Spirit.

5. We are grieving the Spirit when we harbor licentious thoughts 
and desires.  in the first three verses of ephesians chapter 2, paul 
reminds us that we have been made alive and are no longer dead 
in trespasses and sin, and that we should no longer be consumed 
by the lust of the flesh. the power of the spirit of the prince of 
the air is broken. we are in the grace of Christ and no longer 
enslaved to licentious thoughts and the desires of the flesh.  
 
the Holy Spirit is grieved when we allow the dethroned 
spirit of licentiousness and lewdness to regain control of 
our heart. Sexual desires are natural in healthy human 
beings, but Christians are guided by the moral compass 
of the word of God and are constrained by their love for 
Jesus. the Spirit of God is pure, and he cannot dwell in a 
soul that is filled with corrupt thoughts and base desires.  
 
in Adventist Home page 328, mrs. white makes a disturbing 
statement about licentiousness being the sin of the age--what 
is most troubling is the fact that many men and women who 
profess Christ are guilty of that sin--She says:

A terrible picture of the condition of the world has been presented 
before me. Immorality abounds everywhere. Licentiousness is the 
special sin of this age. Never did vice lift its deformed head with 
such boldness as now. The people seem to be benumbed, and the 
lovers of virtue and true goodness are nearly discouraged by its 
boldness, strength, and prevalence. The iniquity which abounds is 
not merely confined to the unbeliever and the scoffer. Would that 
this were the case, but it is not. Many men and women who profess 
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the religion of Christ are guilty. Even some who profess to be looking 
for His appearing are no more prepared for that event than Satan 
himself. They are not cleansing themselves from all pollution. They 
have so long served their lust that it is natural for their thoughts to 
be impure and their imaginations corrupt.

when this condition prevails it is almost impossible to reverse 
it. of those who have become so brazen in iniquity.   mrs. white 
says, “it is as impossible to cause their minds to dwell upon pure 
and holy things as it would be to turn the course of Niagara and 
send its waters pouring up the falls” (AH, p, 328).

this condition does not occur overnight. the material we read, 
the stuff we watch on television, the music we listen to, the 
websites that we visit, the ungodly thoughts that we cherish, the 
ungodly desires that we harbor, the secret sins that we refuse to 
confess, all accumulate over time to produce this destructive 
end result.   this is probably one of the most painful experiences 
for the spirit to watch a Christian degenerate into depravity and 
become brazen in iniquity while secretly enjoying the sin that so 
utterly destroys his or her soul.

Why we cannot afford to keep grieving the spirit
So far we have only dealt with the first part of ephesians 4:30:  “And 
do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God”. the second part “with whom 
you were sealed for the day of redemption” (NiV) is where we get 
a sense of how dangerous it is to grieve the Spirit. Notice that it 
says “we were sealed”, meaning this action is in the past. the SDA 
bible Commentary explains that “the reception of the Holy Spirit at 
conversion is God’s authentication that the approval of heaven rest 
upon his choice and experience”. 

while the Holy Spirit secures the believer in Christ at the time of 
conversion, there is a moral requirement to live in holiness, and 
the believer has to persevere to the end by the grace of God in the 
power of the Spirit. “the act of sealing does not forever guarantee 
salvation, for it is possible to sin against the Holy Spirit and thus 
forfeit redemption” (SDAbC). this is what can happen when we 
continue grieving the Spirit. we can persist in sin until we commit 
the unpardonable sin. “the sin for which there is no pardon, we 
are told, “comes as a climax to a series of grieving. it is important 
therefore to guard against even a single act of grieving” (SDAbC).
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appeal:
As we reflect on these five ways in which we are grieving the Spirit, 
and as we think of other ways in which we may be guilty of the same, 
do we see the need to confess our sins and come to Christ for mercy 
and forgiveness, and receive the power of Jesus to stop causing grief 
to the Spirit? 

i would like immediately to stop grieving the Spirit. i would also like 
to receive the power of Jesus to keep me from grieving the Spirit in 
the future. i would like to experience the sweet, sanctifying influence 
of the Spirit in my life every day. 

is this your desire also? if it is, i invite you to stand on your feet; as 
you stand, you are saying lord, i surrender all; cleanse me and fill me 
with the sweet, sanctifying influence of the Holy Spirit.

As we sing the song I Surrender All, i invite you to come to the altar 
for prayer.   As you come, you are saying lord, do not take your Holy 
Spirit from me. i want to be saved. please don’t let me lose the seal 
of salvation. i want the sweet sanctifying influence of the Holy Spirit 
in my life.
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PoUr oil over
and in Me
Pastor Henry R. Snagg  |  Friday, January 16th
St. Vincent & The Grenadines Mission

Introduction: the battle between Jesus and the demons that 
possessed two men from the region of the Gardarenes was over and it 
was time to engage in another mission. with confidence He stepped 
into a boat and crossed over to His home town.  on reaching 
Capernaum, He entered a house where He healed a crippled man 
who was let down from the roof by four of his trusted friends.  As 
Jesus walked away from the scene of that dramatic episode, He met 
with an officer who was collecting taxes on behalf of the roman 
authority.  His name was levi matthew. Jesus looked him straight in 
the eye and said to him, “Follow me.” (matt. 9: 9)

levi matthew was given the call to leave his lucrative profession and 
follow a man who said, “the birds of the air have nests and foxes 
have holes but the Son of man has nowhere to lay His head.” what a 
challenge! who would leave a profession of such great opportunities 
and the prospect of becoming rich, to follow a man who lacked the 
basic necessities of life? but matthew himself testified that he got up, 
left his work station and followed Jesus.  it was that same matthew, 
the tax collector who recorded the parable of the wise and foolish 
virgins as told by Jesus, the messiah. 

As we know, Jesus never told a story for the sake of telling a story 
or entertaining an audience. every story told was intended to help 
the listeners to gain a better understanding of God’s plan for human 
redemption. 

in the Christian community, we have come to understand that the 
main point of this narrative is the need to live in a state of expectancy 
and readiness for the second coming of Jesus, our Saviour and lord.

As we read and contemplate on the narrative, we realize that there 
was one significant difference between the two groups of virgins: 

Matthew 25:1-13
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one group had extra oil in their vessels while the other group had 
no extra oil. the lack of extra oil had devastating consequences for 
the virgins who failed to carry extra oil in their vessels; they were 
denied entrance to the wedding feast.  there are several symbols 
in the narrative and the meaning of every symbol is significant and 
demands the attention of every reader or listener. However, at this 
time our focus will be on the oil. 

we may have read the narrative over and over again and asked the 
question, what is God saying to us through the symbol of the oil? 
And here is the good news, God has given the answer. 

The oil is symbolic of the sanctifying presence and 
power of the Holy spirit
paul, in speaking of the radical change that took place in the lives 
of the believers at Corinth made the following comment: “And such 
were some of you. but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but 
you were justified in the name of the lord Jesus and by the Spirit of 
our God.” (1Cor. 6:11) 

what was true of the believers at Corinth is also true of the believers 
today. the Holy Spirit works on the minds of those who pledge 
allegiance to Christ and sanctifies them or sets them apart to live for 
the glory of God and the blessing of humankind. 

Some people hold the mistaken view that the presence and ministry 
of the Holy Spirit is only necessary at the genesis of the Christian 
experience. on the contrary, the presence and ministry of the Holy 
Spirit is indispensable for the growth and survival of the Christian 
from the beginning to the end. with such great truth in our hearts, 
our cry would be “lord, we need the oil.”

The oil symbolizes the empowerment that comes 
through the presence and ministry of the Holy spirit
it is instructive to note that all of the virgins accepted the invitation 
to be a part of the bridal party; all of them had faith in the promise 
made by the bridegroom, all had the appropriate lamps and vessels 
and all of them heard the cry, “behold the bridegroom comes, go out 
to meet him.” However, on hearing the call, those without the extra 
oil became acutely aware of their powerlessness to respond positively 
to the call.
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As we continue our journey through the time of the end, there is a 
call that emanates from the kingdom of light. it is the call to “deny 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, to live soberly, righteously, and godly 
in this present age.” (titus 2: 12) indeed, this is a tall order that can 
never be accomplished through good intentions or will power. but 
there is always hope in our God. we would find the following quote 
inspiring and encouraging: “but you shall receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes upon you; and you shall be witnesses to me in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and on to the end of the 
earth.” Acts 1: 8

those words from Jesus speak directly to the empowerment to open 
the mouth and speak with confidence concerning the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. However, the infilling of the Holy Spirit brings more than 
power to give a verbal testimony. the Holy Spirit empowers the 
Christian to resist sin and to live godly in the midst of a crooked 
and perverse generation. with the promise of such empowerment 
ringing in our hearts, we would echo the words of ellwood H. Stokes 
[1879]:      

Hover o’er me, Holy Spirit,
Bathe my trembling heart and brow;
Fill me with Thy hallowed presence,

Come, O come and fill me now.
 
The oil is symbolic of the peace and comfort that 
comes through the presence and ministry of the Holy 
spirit
in the heart of every one there is a longing for peace. However, the 
experience of peace has proven to be so elusive to many, even some 
who profess to know Christ as Savior and lord. 

the enemy of our souls is relentless in his efforts to cause turmoil, 
fear and uneasiness but the lord has promised peace and comfort to 
His people. “And i will pray the Father, and He will give you another 
Helper, that He may abide with you forever – the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor 
knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be 
in you.” that’s the promise of Jesus recorded in John 16: 16 – 17.   

when the Holy Spirit is allowed to fill the heart and mind, we 
experience the fulfillment of the promise that Jesus made to His 
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friends more than two thousand years ago. So our prayer will be, 
“lord pour the oil in and over me and fulfill your promise in me.”

The oil is symbolic of the renewal and restoration 
that comes through the presence and ministry of the 
Holy spirit
the presence of sin in the world has resulted in brokenness in 
individuals, in families and in society. the lyrics of the song Broken 
Up People by evie thornquist tell a true story:

Broken up people with broken down lives
Broken up homes, broken husbands and wives

All the world around us is falling apart
Broken up people, broken up hearts

There are so many things that money can buy
But it won’t buy peace of mind no matter how hard you try

Broken up people need brand new lives.

people from every stratum of society and religious persuasion are 
in dire need of healing and restoration. today we can say, thank 
God, there is hope. paul affirmed the healing and restorative work of 
the Spirit in his letter to titus: “but when the goodness and loving 
kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of 
deeds done by us in righteousness, but in virtue of his own mercy, by 
the washing of regeneration and renewal in the Holy Spirit, which 
he poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so 
that we might be justified by his grace and become heirs in hope of 
eternal life.”  (titus 3: 4 – 6)

The oil is symbolic of the enlightenment that comes 
through the presence and ministry of the Holy spirit
it has always been the will of God that humankind and Christians 
in particular be knowledgeable about matters relating to the plan of 
salvation. indeed, God takes no pleasure in withholding information 
that will affect the destiny of those who have been created in His 
image. 

As Jesus came close to the end of His earthly ministry, He made the 
following declaration: “i still have many things to say to you, but you 
cannot bear them now. However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has 
come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His 
own authority but whatever He hears that He will speak; and He 
will tell you things to come.” John 16: 12 - 13
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in this age of darkness and deception, the Christian certainly needs 
the enlightenment that comes through the ministry of the Holy 
Spirit. it is too costly to be deceived and led astray. with such 
consciousness of our need, every one of God’s children will turn to 
Him and say, “Give me a double portion of your Spirit.” 

The oil is symbolic of the spirit and His ministry of 
intercession 
in his address to the church at rome, paul was impressed to 
highlight the prominent role of the Holy Spirit in the life of the 
believer. this is what he said to the church: likewise the Spirit also 
helps our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for 
as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with 
groanings that cannot be uttered.

in our Christian pilgrimage we are forced to contend with vexing 
problems and confusing situations. At times we are at a loss and 
don’t know what to ask of God. what a blessed experience to benefit 
from the Spirit’s ministry of intercession. what a joy to have the 
Holy Spirit who helps us to pray in harmony with the will of God and 
receive the answer to our prayer. 

The oil symbolizes the refining and graces that result 
from the presence and ministry of the Holy spirit
today the world is in need of people who are being refined by the 
Spirit and exhibit the graces that will help the world to fall in love 
with Jesus. As we meditate on this final point of the message, i call 
attention to two quotations: 
“the indwelling of the Spirit will be shown by the outflowing of 
heavenly love. the divine fullness will flow through the consecrated 
human agent, to be given forth to others.”(Col 419)

“but the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” (Gal. 5: 22 – 23)

As we contemplate on the refining and graces to be had through the 
Spirit, we should be impressed to pray: lord, pour oil over and in me 
that the graces of the Spirit may be reflected through me.
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Conclusion and appeal
before His ascension to heaven, Jesus made the promise to bless 
His people with the presence and ministry of the Holy Spirit. that 
promise has been fulfilled. the Spirit is here. yes, He is here to 
sanctify, empower, enlighten, intercede, restore and comfort the 
believer.  

 in these last days as God continues to make the call to discipleship, 
godly living and faithful service, it is imperative that we make 
that daily surrender to Jesus and experience the anointing and 
empowerment that comes through the Holy Spirit. 

A total surrender to Jesus and the infilling of Holy Spirit is the 
formula for victorious Christian living in the here and now and 
the abundant life with God in the age to come. what a glorious 
experience it would be at the end of the age for you to hear, “Here’s 
the bridegroom! Come out to meet Him!” And with indescribable 
joy, you shall arise and go out to meet Him and be with Him forever. 
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neW liFe
resUrreCTion PoWer

through the

By Pastor Paul Philbert   |  Sabbath, January 17th
South Caribbean Conference

the resurrection is the epicenter of belief for the Christian church! 
theologian C H Dodd says “it is not a belief that grew up within the 
church; it is the belief around which the church itself grew up and 
the “given” upon which its faith is based.”  the apostle paul agrees.  
He says to the Corinthians:

“Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached unto 
you…By which also ye are saved…for I delivered unto you first of 

all …that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; and that 
he was buried and that he rose again the third day according to the 

scriptures” (1Cor. 15:1-4) NASB.  

in other words, when Christianity is stripped of its trimmings so 
to speak, that which remains at its core is the death, burial and 
resurrection of our lord.  it is pre-eminent!

the resurrection is so pre-eminent, that our entrée to this New life 
in Christ is through water baptism which “re-enacts” this death 
burial and resurrection of our lord symbolically (rom. 6:3, 4). 
 
even Christ, knowing the importance of the resurrection to His 
entire mission, prayed for resurrection:

“ In the days of His flesh, He offered up both prayers and supplication 
with loud crying and tears to the One able to save Him from death, and 

He was heard because of His piety”( Heb. 5:7) NASB. 

 the Greek word used in the expression “from death” is not “appo” 
(away from), or “para” (from alongside) but “ek” (out from).  He 
(Christ) was not praying to be spared from having to die but rather 
to be taken out from death.  in other words, He was praying for 
resurrection! 

Philippians 3:10 “That I may know Him and 
the power of His resurrection….”
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in 1Corinthians 15, paul argues “if Christ be not risen”, then our 
preaching is vain, and our “faith is also vain” (vs 14).  in fact, we 
are “yet in” our sins (vs 17).  All those who died in Christ “are 
perished” (vs 18) and we who are alive and remain may as well live 
like epicureans – “eat and drink for tomorrow we die” (vs 32), for we 
certainly have no hope for the future!

the centrality and significance of the resurrection to the Christian, 
yea the world, is what created the desire in the apostle paul to 
“know Him and the power of His resurrection” (phil. 3:10).  A 
careful reading of the passage would indicate that paul did some 
things “in order that” he might Know Christ and the power of His 
resurrection.  what are the things that paul did and that we are to 
do, that we may know Him?  
vs (3) - Worship god in the spirit
• rejoice in Christ Jesus
• Have no confidence in the flesh

vs (7) – The things that were gain to us those we are to count 
as loss for Christ
vs (8+9) – We are to count all things as loss….

these Four: (1) Spirit-filled worship; (2) appreciation for Christ; (3) 
self-denial and (4) sacrifice, are what the child of God does by God’s 
grace to so position himself/herself that they may know Him and 
the power of His resurrection.  it is this human effort that is often 
unrecognized, under-appreciated or even denied, that results in 
weak Christians.  but growing in the new life is really a co-operative 
experience with the Holy Spirit. 

the Apostle does not simply want to have a head-knowledge, to 
give mental assent to the reality and importance of Christ and His 
resurrection, he wants to know through experience Christ.  the 
apostle is expressing a desire for intimacy!  He wants to know through 
the senses; to know by investigation and proving; by reflection and 
consideration.  it is this firsthand, experiential, or what ellen G. 
white calls “experimental” knowledge that he craves.

Greek grammar allows for the translation of the word and (kai) to 
be rendered as “even” or “indeed” within context.  if the expression 
is read: that i may know Him, indeed the power of His resurrection, 
then it is clear that paul is speaking of one reality – that i may know 
Him, that is to say, the power of His resurrection!  
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resurrection has no power, Christ has power!  the FACt of the 
resurrection brings power to the Christian.  through the resurrection 
Christ has demonstrated that he has power over death and in Him is 
life original, un-borrowed and un-derived.  therefore:
1. Since the wages of sin is death – Christ’s resurrection says that 

the penalty has been paid so that the real possibility exist that 
we who believe in Christ and what His death stands for, may 
not see death or if we die we can experience resurrection from 
death.  in short, it gives us hope!

2. it also says that we, born in sin and shaped in iniquity with 
inherited and cultivated tendencies towards evil, can be 
empowered to live a new life of victory over besetting sins, 
because GRACE is indeed a combination of God’s LOVE and 
POWER to save.

this love and power that we call grace is God’s goodness that leads 
us to repentance.   when by beholding the life of Christ - especially 
the closing scenes – there is born within us a desire to experience 
change; we discover that a power is available to make the changes.  
it is the Holy Spirit who works in us both to will and to do of God’s 
good pleasure.  there must be a power working on the inside 
transforming the life!  that power is the Holy Spirit!

in the economy of functions undertaken by the three persons that 
make up the Godhead, it is the Holy Spirit that gives life.  this is 
seen from the very beginning in creation – the eternal ruler (who 
eventually becomes Father), creates through the eternal word (who 
later becomes the Son), and the eternal Spirit (the Holy Spirit) gives 
life to everything (Genesis 1; ch.2:7).

Similarly with re-creation, the bible pictures God (the Father) in 
Christ (the Son) reconciling the world to Himself (2Cor. 5:19) and 
Christ saying to his disciples “it is to your advantage that i go away, 
for if i go not away the helper (Holy Spirit) will not come to you” 
(John 16:7).  but why you may ask.  Christ gives the reason – “i 
will ask the father and He will give you another helper, that He 
may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you 
know him because He abides with you and shall be in you” (John 
14:16,17) NASb.
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So there you have it; Christ speaking of a future time to their present, 
when the Holy Spirit would come to be with the disciples forever; 
but more than that, He shall not only be with them but shall be in 
them.

the Holy Spirit’s work is not only to baptize us (that is introduce 
us to Christ and His church) or anoint us (that is give us power for 
service), He is to fill us (that is , to have full control of us).  the 
Holy Spirit in us is for sanctification!  remember,” there must be a 
power working on the inside, transforming the life”.   All this is made 
possible through Christ’s resurrection from the dead.

there is absolutely no reason for Christians to live defeated lives.  
power is available through the resurrection!  

the Christian ought not to be addicted to anything or anyone; the 
Holy Spirit’s power is available through the resurrection!
• the Christian ought not be depressed about the past or be 

anxious about the future; Holy Spirit’s power is available for 
“casting down imaginations and every high thing that exalts 
itself against the knowledge of God and bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Christ” (2Cor. 10:5).

• the Christian can live soberly, righteously and Godly in this 
present world by the Holy Spirit’s power made available through 
the resurrection.

• our minds can be renewed and we can experience transformation 
by the Holy Spirit on account of the resurrection! (cf. rom. 
12:2).

• we can manifest the fruit of the Spirit – love, Joy, peace, 
longsuffering, Gentleness, Goodness, meekness, faith and self-
control, because of the resurrection! (cf. Gal. 5: 22,23) 

the true witness says of the last-day church that it needs Gold 
tried in fire (Faith and love combined); white raiment (Christ’s 
righteousness) and eye-salve (the discerning Holy Spirit).  it is the 
work of the Holy to bring these about in our life.

i thank God for the resurrection!  i thank Him for the gift of the 
Holy Spirit in answer to the prayer of Christ.  i choose Him again 
and again, recognizing my need to do so daily.  what about you?   
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Children’s COrner
PoWer Filled
Debra Henry  |  Sabbath, January 10th

PreParaTion:
• before class starts, crumple two sheets of paper into two balls.

• before starting the story, gather the children into two lines facing 
each other. (if the group is too large, divide into manageable 
numbers)

• Give each child a drinking straw.

• Hand the first person in each line a paper ball.

• when you signal, the first person in each line will use a straw to 
blow the paper across to the next person in the other line.

• those persons will then blow it back across to the opposite side. 
Continue to the end of the line. when everyone has had a turn, 
ask: what power did we use to move the paper balls?  (Answer: 
wind, our breath, etc.)

Just like the paper balls needed power to move, we need special 
power to follow Jesus. let us use the muscle power in our legs to 
return to our seats and listen to a story.

our bible story comes from the book of Acts, chapter 2:1-13 
(open your bible to the passage and show the smaller children; the 
older ones will find it in their bibles)

MeMory TeXT: acts 2:4 (Msg)
then, like a wild fire, the Holy Spirit spread through their ranks, and 
they started speaking in a number of different languages as the Spirit 
prompted them. 

when Jesus went back to heaven He promised to send someone 
to help. Jesus’ followers were waiting in Jerusalem, it was a wonderful 
time and the city was full of people who had come in for a special 
celebration called pentecost.

Jesus’ disciples, along with many followers, were gathered together 
in a house to pray. they were waiting for God to send their new 
helper. they knew Jesus always kept His promises.

Suddenly, a strange noise was heard. it came from heaven and 
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sounded like a mighty, rushing wind. it filled the whole house. then 
they saw something like fire which broke apart and stood over the 
head of each person in the house. Strangely, no one got burned.

After the wind and fire, Jesus followers became filled with the Holy 
Spirit. then they all discovered that they could speak in different 
languages. they knew that the Holy Spirit had given them power to 
speak in languages they had never before spoken.

this was a very important gift because people from many different 
countries were present. they also heard the noise of the wind and 
were astonished. they were even more surprised when they heard 
the disciples talking to them in their own language. they asked, 
how could this be? these men live here, how can they speak our 
language? the disciples told everyone how powerful God was and 
the good news that Jesus died for our sins and wanted us to live with 
him in heaven.

the Holy Spirit also helped peter to talk to a large crowd of people 
about Jesus. peter spoke with the power of the Holy Spirit and 3,000 
people believed and accepted Jesus that day.  boys and girls, do you 
know that the Holy Spirit can give you this same power to speak 
for Jesus? when you study your lesson, learn your bible verses, pray 
and invite Jesus into your life, He will fill you with power to work 
for Him.  

the Holy Spirit can help us tell others about Jesus just like He did 
for peter and the other followers.

the Holy Spirit can do amazing things; He is strong and powerful. 
when we are afraid He helps us to be brave. when we are tempted 
to do something wrong, He helps us say no to Satan.  let us thank 
Jesus for sending this Special Helper. 

Jesus’ friends were happy that this special friend had come to live 
with them.

we can be happy too because Jesus helps us to follow Him by 
giving us the Holy Spirit.

Prayer

aCTiviTy: 
Crossword – the Day of pentecost
Coloring page:  the Holy Spirit Comes at pentecost
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Children’s COrner
baTHing in THe rain
Margaret E. Peters   |  Sunday, January 11th

scripture: Joel 2:23
when i was a little girl, it was always a pleasure when the rainy 
season came and school vacation started.  Very often we were given 
the privilege to bathe in the rain. As the showers of rain came down, 
my sisters, brothers, cousins and friends from my neighborhood 
would all join together and have fun bathing in the rain. we also 
played our favorite rainy-day outdoor game, “boat race”.

each person would have a boat made from paper ready for the 
race. As the water from the rain ran down and formed a stream, we 
would place the paper boats together at a starting point. the boat 
that reaches the finishing mark first will be the winning boat. the 
heavier the showers, the greater would be the excitement. when 
the rain stopped, we would all go to our homes and change into dry 
clothing. every day we looked out for another “bathing in the rain” 
experience.

Did you know that in the bible children were encouraged to have 
fun “bathing in the rain?”

Joel 2:23 says:
“be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the lord your 

God: for he hath given you the former rain moderately, and he will 
cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter 
rain….”

this text tells us that the Children of Zion experienced two kinds 
of rain; the former rain and the latter rain. the former rain simply 
means: the early or the first rain and the latter rain means: the last 
or the late rain.

long ago, in the Far east, the former or the early rain would fall 
at the sowing or planting time. this helped the seed to germinate 
or grow. the latter rain fell near the close of the season to ripen the 
grain and prepare it for reaping.

Acts 1:8: But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the 

uttermost part of the earth.



62

2 0 1 5

in the Caribbean, we have two seasons, the dry season and the 
rainy season.

During the rainy season, the farmers would plant their crops. this 
is “sowing time” and the heavy showers of rain would cause the seeds 
to grow into young plants. 

in the same way, God uses this lesson of nature to show us how 
the Holy Spirit works.

Just as the early rain caused the seed to germinate, the Holy Spirit 
is given to us to help us grow in Jesus.  God sends the Holy Spirit to 
help us to be kind, loving and obedient.

in Acts 1:4-8, we read about Jesus’ last meeting with His disciples 
on earth. He promised to send special help so they could tell others 
about him.

8 but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. 
And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—
in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” Nlt

 they became bold for Jesus. when we allow the Holy Spirit to 
help us say and do the right things He covers us, it is like bathing in 
the rain. then we can grow up to be strong just like the plants and 
help others to know Jesus.

activities
1. make paper boats by using plain white paper. Fold the paper in 

half, and then in quarter. then fold the shorter sides in and the 
long sides out about 2/8 of the paper. Have the adults assist the 
children.

2. Coloring page - Flowers
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Children’s COrner
i need THe laTTer rain
Verna Francis  |  Monday, January 12th

Have you ever planted a seed and watched it grow?  isn’t it exciting 
to see a bean split, grow roots, small leaves, and a stem that just 
grows bigger and stronger?

Some of these small plants grow into really big plants that produce 
food for us.

in the midwest and other parts of the United States, and even in 
the Caribbean, farmers wait for the rainy season so that the ground 
could be moist and soft in preparation for sowing the seeds.  

when the seeds germinate, the farmers usually take very good 
care of the plants, so that they grow strong and healthy; and later 
in the year when the other rainy season comes, the rain will help to 
ripen the crop, for a good harvest.  that sounds exciting!

but did you know that something similar happens in the Christian’s 
life….in your life and mine?  And did you also know that the same 
thing happened to Jesus’  disciples, many, many, years ago? you can 
read the story in Acts 2:1-4. 

when we accept Jesus, and tell Him that we love him, and want 
to obey him, his partner whom we call the Holy Spirit, like the early 
rain, has prepared the soil of your heart for this new life.   

As a result we find that we do not cheat, lie, or disobey as we 
used to do before. what a wonderful feeling that brings to us as we 
do the right things, and are proud to share with our friends what 
Jesus through the power of  His Spirit is doing in our lives.  when 
Satan comes along, and causes us to do bad things, we feel sad, 
and sometimes even cry as we think how we have disappointed our 
friend, Jesus. 

this work which the Holy Spirit does is like the “early rain”. 
Good farmers will continue to care for the young plants so that 

they reach the stage to receive the rains that comes later in the year 
to ripen the crop and get it ready for harvest. Just so we too should 
continue to become better: 

more loving, more obedient; kinder, and more willing to help 
our friends love Jesus more too.  this makes Jesus very happy, and 
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just like he sends the 2nd set of rain to help ripen the crops for the 
farmers, he will send us more Holy Spirit power to help us. this extra 
help which the Holy Spirit gives us, we call“ the latter rain”. this 
power will make us strong and will help to make us ready for

Jesus’ coming. 
isn’t that wonderful? i need the latter rain! what about you?  i 
want Jesus to shower me with it so that i can overcome bad habits 
and help my friends.  How many would like to ask Jesus to do that 
for them? Jesus has promised that if we ask Him, he will give it, so 
let’s do that right now.
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Children’s COrner
THe Wind bloWs WHere iT WisHes! 
Cindy Lorde  |  Tuesday, January 13th

Jordan left Sabbath School even more confused than ever.  what did 
his Sabbath school teacher mean when she said that the Holy Spirit 
was like a toothache –‘you can’t see it but you can feel it?”  it was the 
most ridiculous thing he had ever heard.  He decided there and then 
that he wanted nothing to do with the Holy Spirit because he had 
seen his mom with a toothache.  She was banging on walls, walking 
up and down the stairs, crying and yelling, “morning come quickly 
please!”  it was not a pretty sight.

Jordan was strangely quiet for the rest of the day even through 
lunch.  Grandpa observed this and began wondering what was 
bothering his grandson.  on Sabbath afternoons, nature walks were 
the norm so Grandpa thought that the beach would be choice this 
week.

As they strolled along the seashore everyone shared their ideas on 
God’s creative power.  the sea ran up to the shore thus far and no 
further, sand could be white, black, brown and even red.  everyone 
paused observing the way the seagulls were diving into the ocean to 
catch fish when Jordan announced, “i don’t ever want the Holy Spirit 
in my life, He’s awful and mean!”  everyone, including Grandpa, was 
in shock – no one knew what to say.  

Grandpa put his loving arms around Jordan and motioned him 
over to a coconut tree where they could sit and chat.  Jordan then 
shared with much detail his horrific discovery from his Sabbath 
School teacher.

Grandpa smiled slowly but tried to keep a straight face because his 
grandson was really upset.  Grandpa then told Jordan a story from 
the bible found in Acts chapter two about the apostles and their 
friends praying and how the Holy Spirit filled the room like a ‘rushing 
mighty windy’ on the day of pentecost.  Jordan’s jaw dropped as he 
listened in amazement.  He couldn’t believe what he was hearing.

Grandpa then told Jordan to close his eyes and asked him what he 
felt all around him.  Jordan closed his eyes as tight as he could and 
then slowly relaxed as he felt the wind all around him.  He giggled as 
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the wind kissed his cheeks.  it felt wonderful.  As if a bell had gone 
off in his head he shouted, ‘’Grandpa, Grandpa do you mean to say 
that the Holy Spirit can surround us just like the wind and that He 
is all over the world.’’  Grandpa nodded and added, “He can also live 
in us if we ask Him to and He will guide us to do the right things.”  
Jordan smiled because he really needed to stop getting into trouble.  
“How about we pray and invite the Holy Spirit to come into our 
hearts but only if you want to?” Grandpa suggested.  Jordan thought 
for a second and then blurted out, “Sounds great to me!”

Prayer
invite children who want the Holy Spirit to fill their life to stand, 
then pray for them.

aCTiviTy
Give a balloon to each child.  Let the children blow short breaths of air 
into their balloon. Talk about the things you can do with a balloon that is 
filled with air. Talk about what we can do if we are filled with the Holy 
Spirit.  Tell the children that if we aren’t FILLED with the Holy Spirit, 
we’ll be LIFELESS. Let the air out, watch the balloons fly around the 
room until they all land on the floor without the air in them.
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Children’s COrner
Holy FlaMe
Dr. Eulalie Semper   | Wednesday, January 14th

in Acts 2:1-4, we learnt that the Holy Spirit rested over the heads 
of Jesus’ disciples in the shape of a burning flame, on the day of 
pentecost. How would you feel if it were you?  (wait for a response,  
afraid, shocked etc.) Fire is amazing and fearful. Do you know that 
fire is one of the most important forces on earth?  it can destroy your 
home and hurt you, but it also helps us cook food and get rid of our 
garbage. the power from fire also helps to move big machines and 
gives us light.

God knew the power and importance of  fire to us and that is why 
he sent the Holy Spirit in that form so we can see and understand 
what he does for us. our memory text in proverbs 17:3 (mSG) says:

“A crucible for sliver and a furnace for gold, but the lord tests the 
heart”

Silver and gold are very precious and expensive metals in nearly 
all the countries of the world. the silversmith and the goldsmith are 
people who work with these metals, they put them into a special type 
of container and use fire to purify or clean them.

when the Holy Spirit fills our lives He helps to clean up our 
behavior and our speech, in the same way that fire cleans the 
precious metals from all the mud, stones and other stuff that keeps 
it from being pure.  pure gold and pure silver are shiny, beautiful and 
very valuable, that is why so many people love to have things made 
from them. 

boys and girls do you know that you are more precious than gold 
and silver?

Do know that the Holy Spirit - God’s Holy Flame, wants to clean 
up your actions, polish your words and the way you look. when you 
are clean, neatly dressed, honest, truthful, and kind to people and 
animals, you show your friends and other people, what Jesus is like. 
when God’s Holy Flame is on you, you become his special friend 
and you tell others about him. 

remember when God’s  Holy Flame - the Holy Spirit is upon you, 
you become more precious than all the gold and silver in the world 

Proverbs 17:3 (MSG) As silver in a crucible and gold in a pan,
    so our lives are assayed by God.
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to Jesus. He loves you very much and he wants you to have His Holy 
Flame.

Prayer
let children repeat after the leader a prayer for God’s Holy Spirit to 
come upon them.

aCTiviTy
Craft - Flame head band
the Holy Spirit comes at pentecost coloring page 
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Children’s COrner
WelCoMe genTle dove 
Alene Thomas  | Thursday, January 15th

the bible tells us about many people who were being baptized by 
John the baptist.  when John was baptizing people at the Jordan 
river, Jesus asked to be baptized.  At first John did not want to 
baptize Jesus.  “you should baptize me instead!” John said.

but Jesus replied, “let it be so”.  Jesus is our perfect example.  if 
he wanted His people to be baptized, He must show the way.  John 
lowered Jesus into the water until He was completely covered by 
the water.  then he lifted Jesus back out of the water.  Just then 
something wonderful happened.  the heaven’s opened and the Spirit 
of God came down like a dove and rested on Jesus.  A voice from 
Heaven said, “this is my beloved Son, in whom i am well pleased.

Why a dove?  
my family and i were camping in a wilderness area, where there are 
many birds.  one day, mr. Smith the park ranger and i decided to 
go bird watching.  mr. Smith can identify any kind of bird by the way 
it flies and know lots and lots about each bird, what they eat, what 
their names are, what their colors are and even how they behave.

that afternoon i learned lots about the dove and why it is a symbol 
of the Holy Spirit. let me tell you what i learned:-
1. the dove is gentle or harmless.  Jesus told his followers that they 

should be “harmless as doves” in matthew 10:16.  Just so the 
gentleness and heavenly origin of the Holy Spirit is what makes 
Christ’s followers gentle.

2. the dove symbolizes beauty and purity.  purity of heart, mind 
and body can be ours by the help of the Holy Spirit.

3. it also means peace.  the Holy Spirit does not force itself on 
anyone but comes only when invited.  He does not take control 
of any life unless He is requested to do so.  He does not make 

Matt 3:16-17 (KJV) And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up 
straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened 

unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and 
lighting upon him: And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my 

beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 
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a lot of noise about himself, but always glorifies Jesus.  He is 
always so peaceful.

4. the dove gently guards its eggs until they are hatched.  So the 
Spirit tenderly guards boys and girls through life until He ushers 
them into heaven.

5. the dove has often been used as a messenger.  the Holy Spirit is 
God’s messenger to us from heaven.  He is constantly presenting 
to us messages from God and trying to transform us for heaven.

6. the dove is constant in love.  it is one bird that is said to live 
with one mate without desiring another.  the love of the Holy 
Spirit is likewise constant. He loves us with an everlasting love.

7. when Jesus got baptized the dove, which is a symbol of the Holy 
Spirit, rested on Him.  the Holy Spirit wants to rest upon us 
too, so that he can be our Special Helper at all times.

boys and girls, aren’t you happy for the Holy Spirit?  i am too.  the 
Holy Spirit is very special to me.  He always assures me that i am a 
beloved daughter of God, and i can be confident that Jesus is my 
personal Saviour.  what a wonderful thing to know that you are 
a child of God.  what a wonderful thing to know that God is well 
pleased with you.  So let’s all say: “welCome Holy Spirit, 
welCome GeNtle DoVe”.

Prayer

aCTiviTy          
Cryptogram – God the Holy Spirit
                        Dove paper craft



2 0 1 5

71

Children’s COrner
Healing oil
Debra Henry   | Friday, January 16th

bible sTory: John 5:2-6
in the Holy bible we are told that when God called someone for 
a special purpose, he anointed them. Do you remember the story 
of David the little shepherd boy? He was anointed by Samuel 
the prophet to be King. All the important officers of scripture 
– prophets, priests and Kings had to be anointed. Anointing is a 
special ceremony. A special oil is put on the head of the person 
called by God. Anointing oil is used for healing. it is a special sign of 
the Holy Spirit.

our memory text tells us that God anointed and consecrated Jesus 
with the Holy Spirit. (pause here and repeat the memory text at least 
twice).

when Jesus was baptized, God gave him the gift of the Holy Spirit 
and He began healing people. one day, Jesus saw a crippled man 
lying on a mat by a pool. He had been sick for 38 years. every day 
he had to wait for someone to help him. Sometimes he got help, 
sometimes he did not. Jesus bent down to him and asked “Do you 
want to be made well?” oh yes, yes! said the man and Jesus healed 
him.

Sometimes we have feelings that make us sick. they could be angry 
feelings, sad feelings or fearful feelings. Sometimes we even pretend 
to be sick so we do not have to go to school or do our homework or 
even our house chores. then sometimes we are really sick and we 
have to go to the doctor.

Acts 10:38 (AMP)… God anointed and consecrated Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with strength and ability and 
power; … He went about doing good and in particular, curing all 
who were harassed and oppressed by the power of the devil. for 

God was with Him.
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disCUss:
• what do you think Jesus would ask you today?
• Do you not want to feel better?
• Do you want to be made well?

the Holy Spirit is like oil because he gives healing. God wants to 
heal you today from the things that make you sad. He does not want 
you to be unhappy or hurt by others.

aCTiviTy
• Give each child a cut out in the shape of either a boy or a girl

• Ask them to think of things that hurt them and write or draw 
them on the paper shape

• Have the pastor or someone else pray for these hurts.

• After the prayer, give each child a “band Aid plaster” to tape 
on these “hurts”

• repeat the memory verse together.
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Children’s COrner
neW liFe in JesUs
Debra Henry  |  Sabbath, January 17th

bible sTory:  John 3:1-5
one night a man named Nicodemus came to talk to Jesus. He 
wanted to follow Jesus and to live in Heaven with him. but Jesus 
said something very strange that he did not understand. Jesus said 
“you must be born again”.   that is impossible Nicodemus replied, 
“i cannot become a baby again!”   i am certain that Jesus must have 
smiled at his answer.

Nicodemus was not the only one who did not understand, there 
are many men and women, parents and grandparents who still do 
not understand what Jesus said.

today i have brought something to help us to understand what 
Jesus said. (Hold up a butterfly or picture of a butterfly and ask, 
what am i holding? wait for a response)

you are correct, it is a butterfly. Do you think it is beautiful? (talk 
a little about its colors, wings, etc.)  Do you know that this butterfly 
was not always so beautiful?   it started out as a weird looking worm, 
some may even  have called it ugly. that funny worm just ate and 
ate until it could not move, then it spun a tight blanket around itself 
and went to sleep. that blanket is known as a chrysalis, and one day 
it bursts open and out comes a beautiful butterfly. the caterpillar 
is gone and in its place is a beautiful creature which flies off to play 
among the flowers.

that is a good example of what Jesus meant when He said “you 
must be born again”. our memory text also helps to explain it for us 
“the old has gone, the new has come.”  How does that happen you 
ask?  Here is a story that will help us to understand.

george and susan go to the Fun Fair
one day George and Susan were enjoying rides at the Fun Fair. they 
went up and down on the roller Coaster and they went bump, bump 
in the bouncy Castle. “i am having lots of fun.” said Susan  “me too” 
said George.   “let’s go over to the Horror House” said Susan. “whoa, 
No” said George.  “what’s the matter are you scared?” teased Susan. 
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“No, i’m not scared, but it just does not feel right” George replied 
“well, that sounds like scared to me.” taunted Susan.  “No”, said 
George, “scared is different, this is like an alarm bell inside of me 
warning me not to go in there because there might be things in there 
that God is not happy with” George replied.  “How did you get an 
alarm bell inside of you?” asked Susan, peering into his ear. “Did you 
swallow it?”   “No” laughed George, “God put it in me because i’m 
friends with Jesus, He’s called the Holy Spirit.”

“the Holy Spirit? who is that?” asked Susan.  “He is a special 
part of God that lives in us when we belong to Jesus. He lets us know 
when things are not right, just like an alarm bell” explained George.  
“Does your alarm bell go off when you are near the ice cream truck?” 
asked Susan.   “oh no” laughed George.  “well in that case i like the 
Holy Spirit, let us go and get two cones” said Susan as they ran to 
the ice cream truck.

when we invite Jesus into our hearts, His helper the Holy Spirit  
helps us to change the bad things we do and say into good ones. we 
behave differently. we become like new persons. would you rather 
be a worm or a butterfly?  Jesus wants to make you a new creation. 
remember he will only do so if you ask him. 

would you like to say thank you to Jesus for sending His Holy 
Spirit to help us to be beautiful and new?  let us invite Him into our 
hearts so that we can have a new life in Jesus?

Prayer

aCTiviTy
bible word Search:  born Again
       New beginnings
Connect the Dots coloring page
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